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The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 

 

A storm is coming, relentless in its fury... Are we prepared to meet it? 
 

THIS striking statement is addressed to a remnant people of God, 
and it is of special significance for us today. The world had been 
rejoicing over a cessation of hostilities in Europe, and we had 
joined with them in praise and thankfulness that the horror and 
darkness of dreadful war in Europe was now passed. 
 
But God’s children will not be deceived into believing that peace 
has come to stay in a sinful world. The agencies of evil are now 
working with fearful power, and it is now that we shall watch with 
intense interest in the unfolding of those prophecies which describe 
Satan’s final assault upon the true church of God. 

 
The time is near from a long history of the human race when probation will close. Man will not 
continue for ever in his defiance of God’s law of love. There is a limit beyond which His mercy 
cannot reach.  

When that time comes mercy’s door will be closed, and 
our great High Priest will then lay down the sceptre of 
mercy and take up the sword of justice.  
 
Then will be unleashed the full fury of satanic wrath upon 
the church of God, which has always stood between him 
and the accomplishment of his purpose. “At that time 
shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which standeth 

for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even 

to that same time.” Dan. 12:1 
 
The prophet Jeremiah, speaking of that time, says... “For thus saith the Lord; We have heard a 
voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace... Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: 

it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.” Jerimiah 5-7. This is 

the time spoken of by the servant of God.  
 
The solemn question must be asked, “Are we prepared to meet it?” Why the Time of Jacob’s 
Trouble? “Jacob’s experience during that night of wrestling and anguish represents the trial 
through which the people of God must pass just before Christ’s second coming.”— “Patriarchs 
and Prophets.” We are acquainted with the experience that brought Jacob to this night of 
wrestling... Let us review a little of his life and character.  
 
Jacob was a man of earnest spiritual desires. He valued the heavenly blessings, was diligent, 
care-taking, and affectionate, and possessed many admirable traits. However, there were also 
serious deficiencies in Jacob’s character which had to be overcome before the faith of Abraham 
could shine undimmed within him. “But while he thus esteemed eternal above temporal 
blessings, Jacob had not an experiential knowledge of the God whom He revered. His heart had 
not been renewed by divine grace.” 
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How many among us today who, like Jacob, have spiritual desires and place value on heavenly 
things but do not have an experiential knowledge of God! 
 
It is this experiential knowledge of God that is so necessary. There are those who have been 
reared in the church, and who value their associations with the church, and who are nominal, 
conformist Christians, but do not have a personal, experiential knowledge of the saving power 
of the gospel. 
 
“Jacob’s heart had not been renewed by divine grace.” Self had not been subdued. He resorted 
to sharp practices, as was illustrated in the method by which he obtained the birthright and in 
his dealings with Laban over the cattle. 
 
He lacked faith, and did not allow God to work things out for him. Is this the experience of 
many in the church today, do we resort to sharp practices, in our dealings one with other? Has 
self been subdued? 
 
Is our faith purified and triumphant? Jacob’s Crisis was with a deep sense of his guilt and 
failure that he approached this crisis. All his past, with the memory of his sin in defrauding his 
brother, rose before him... “And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until 
the breaking of the day.”  
 
And Jacob was left alone. God deals with us individually and alone. The consecration of a godly 
mother, father, or friend will not avail us in the judgment. We shall stand individually before 
God. “There wrestled a man with him.” It may be that in our longing for victory we have 
wrestled with this sin and that.  
 
But to no avail; it is not sins, but our sinful heart, that needs changing. Jacob had been wrestling 
against sins for twenty years. He had overcome some defects, but his great need was a 
transformation of character. 

 
“I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me.” Now Jacob clings. God 
crippled him in order to reveal Himself to His servant. How often the Lord 
has to bring us to the place of suffering and weakness in order to save us 
from ourselves and to subsequently reveal Himself to us!  
 
Penitent and broken, Jacob now clings to the Angel and cries, “I will not let 
Thee go, except Thou bless me.”  
 

Jacob then “had power over the Angel, and prevailed.” Through humiliation, repentance, and 
surrender, this erring mortal prevailed with the Majesty of heaven. Jacob’s earnestness was 
tested. Jacob prevailed because of his having been persevering and determined. His experience 
testifies to the power of importunate prayer.  
 
It is now that we are to learn this lesson of prevailing prayer, of unyielding faith. The greatest 
victories to the church of Christ or to the individual Christians are not those that are gained by 
talent or education, by wealth, or the favour of men. They are those victories that are gained in 
the audience chamber with God, when earnest, agonizing faith lays hold onto the mighty arm of 
power. 
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How few there are today who know what it is too have their souls drawn out after God with 
similar intensity and perseverance! We are told that we cannot take any part of the old nature to 
the kingdom. A great work, therefore, must be done for us before we are ready for the time of 
Jacob’s trouble.  
 
Are we in earnest about overcoming that evil temper, the sharp tongue, the lustful nature, the 
revengeful disposition, and those pointed practices? God give unto us the spirit of His servant 
Jacob? 
 
Now Jacob’s character was changed. “And Tie [the Angel] said unto him, what is thy name? 
And he said, Jacob.” Why was Jacob asked to tell his name? That’s because God wanted him to 
confess his true nature. Jacob means “sup-planter,” “deceiver,” and that described his real 
nature. “And He said, Thy name shall be called... Israel.”  
 
His name was now changed from “sup-planter” to “over-comer.” God never changes a man’s 
name without changing his character. The redeemed will have new names in the kingdom 
because their characters have been transformed. 
 
Let’s look at this amazing account of the transformation experienced by Jacob... Jacob had 
chosen the inheritance of faith. He had endeavored to obtain it by craft, treachery, and 
falsehood; but God had permitted his sin to work out its correction. Yet through all the bitter 
experience of his later years, Jacob had never swerved from his purpose or renounced his 
choice.  
 
He had learned that in resorting to human skill and craft to secure the blessing, he had been 
warring against God. From that night of wrestling beside the Jabbok, Jacob had come forth a 
different man. Self-confidence had been uprooted.  
 
Henceforth the early cunning was no longer seen. In place of craft and deception, his life was 
marked by simplicity and truth. He had learned the lesson of simple reliance upon the almighty 
arm; and amid trial and affliction he bowed in humble submission to the will of God. 
 
His basic elements of character were consumed in the furnace fire, the true gold was refined, 
until the faith of Abraham and Isaac appeared undimmed in Jacob. Those who endure the time 

of Jacob’s trouble, so soon to break upon us, 
will, like Jacob, have obtained the victory 
through repentance, humiliation, and faith. 
 
In these last hours before the church’s final 
trial, I prey God will give us the same spirit 
of heart, of searching, for supplication, and 
prevailing faith. Then in earth’s darkest 
hour, God’s triumphant children will reflect 
the un-dimmed faith of Abraham, Isaac, and 
of Jacob. 

 
Jacob’s experience during that night of wrestling and anguish represents the trial through which 
the people of God must pass just before Christ’s second coming.  
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The prophet Jeremiah, in holy vision looking down to this time, said... “We have heard a voice 
of trembling, of fear, and not of peace... All faces are turned into paleness. Alas! For that day is 
great, so that none is like it... it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of 
it.” Jeremiah 30:5-7. 
 
When Christ shall cease His work as mediator on man’s behalf, then this time of trouble will 
begin. Then the case of every soul will have been decided, and there will be no atoning blood to 
cleanse from sin.  
 
The latter rain is a completion in every person’s individual life, in which he has overcome every 
test and difficulty be the price what it may. They are then fitted to receive the latter rain which 
gives them the power to proclaim the loud cry of the third angel. Jesus cannot come to take His 
people home until He has such a church triumphant. “When the fruit is brought forth, 
immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.” 
 
When Jesus leaves His position as man’s intercessor before God, the solemn announcement is 
made, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he that is filthy, let him be filthy still: and 
he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” 
Revelation 22:11. 
 
Then the restraining Spirit of God is withdrawn from the earth. As Jacob was threatened with 
death by his angry brother, so the people of God will be in peril from the wicked who are 
seeking to destroy them. And as the patriarch wrestled all night for deliverance from the hand 
of Esau, so the righteous will cry to God day and night for deliverance from the enemies that 
surround them. 
 
Jacob’s history is also an assurance that God will not cast off those who have been deceived and 
tempted and betrayed into sin... Wasn’t that how Jacob was caused to commit his sin?  
 
He was deceived and betrayed into sin by Satan’s sophistries (deceptive reasoning) by the use of a 
deliberate and false argument with the intent to trick him. How many of us can recall when we 
have fallen into sin, and we wish we wouldn’t have done so, but we have been betrayed and 
deceived into sin... There is hope for us in Jacob’s story. 
 
While Satan seeks to destroy this class, God will send His angels to comfort and protect them in 
the time of peril. The assaults of Satan are fierce and determined; his delusions are terrible; what 
is their experience? Satan wants to blot them from the face of the earth. His assaults are fierce 
and determined, his delusions are terrible. If we have already had a hard time with Satan, then 
he is going to throw greater superhuman activities into our path. His attacks are terrible, 
delusive, and determined. 
 
It is like when you are going through a difficult stage in your experience, it just gets more and 
more intense and it won’t stop, it just gets worse and worse, and you just wished you had a 
relief from it. That is exactly what he will be doing during that time... but the Lord’s eye is upon 
His people, these are important principles to understand. 
 
While we go through these experiences, God’s eye is upon His people... and His ear listens to 
their cries.  
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The affliction of the people of God is great, the flames of the furnace seem about to consume 
them; but the Refiner will bring them forth as gold tried in the fire. God’s love for His children 
during the period of their severest trial is as strong and tender as in the days of their sunniest 
prosperity; but it is needful for them to be placed in the furnace of fire; Why?  
 
Why do they have to go through this furnace of fire in the time of Jacob’s trouble? Because of 
their earthliness, it must be consumed that the image of Christ may be perfectly reflected.  
 
They have come to a point in their experience under the three angels’ messages where they have 
developed a perfect character so that they could receive the latter rain and proclaim it. But 
there is still something left in their life that they can’t take with them to heaven. What is it...? It’s 
their earthliness. What is that earthliness? If it is not sin, then what is it? 
 
The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that can endure weariness, 
delay, and hunger, a faith that will not faint though severely tried. It’s earthliness to faint under 
trial, isn’t it? Maybe this can give us a hint as to the meaning of earthliness... weariness, delay, 
and hunger. 

 

The period of probation is granted to all to prepare for that time. Jacob prevailed because he 
was unrelenting and determined. His victory is evidence of the power of persistent and of 
demanding prayer. All who will lay hold to God’s promises, as he did, and be as earnest and 
persevering as he was, will succeed as he succeeded. 
 
Those who are un-willing to deny self, to agonize before God, to pray long and earnestly for His 
blessing, will not obtain it. Wrestling with God, how few know what it is! How few have ever 
had their souls drawn out after God with an intensity of desire until every power is stretched to 
the upmost limit.  
 
When waves of despair, which no language can express sweeps over the beseeching, then how 
few will cling with unyielding faith to the promises of God. 
 
This is the experience of Jacob’s trouble for all of us to consider. All will experience this time of 
Jacob’s trouble, and if not prepared to go through it, then they will be among those who say, the 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.  
 
But to be those who have prepared for it we need to know what it means to pray and not to give 
up, to keep at it against the most negative of circumstances. Those people will be identified as 
those whom Jesus saves. The experience of Jacob will be transferred to our experience. 
 
As Satan influenced Esau to march against Jacob, so he will stir up the wicked to destroy God’s 
people in the time of trouble. Esau was coming with an army of four hundred men to these 
vulnerable people who had no instruments of warfare to protect themselves. Likewise, God’s 
people will be very vulnerable, and the people of the world will seek to destroy them. 
 
And as he accused Jacob, Satan will urge his accusations against the people of God. Here is the 
twofold experience. One is the attack of the wicked, and the other is a condemnatory experience 
within your own mind... Satan, he will attempt to condemn you. 
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He numbers the world as his subjects; but the little company who keep the commanding word 
of God is resisting his supremacy. If he could blot them from the earth, 
his triumph would be complete. He sees that holy angels are guarding 
them, and he understands that their sins have been pardoned; but he 
does not know that their cases have been decided in the sanctuary 
above.  
 
He has an accurate knowledge of the sins for which he has tempted 
them to commit, He has surprised and deceived them into sin, and he 
has a perfect knowledge of that, and he presents these sins before God 

in the most exaggerated light, representing this people to be just as deserving as himself of 
exclusion from the favor of God. 
 
As he puts that before God, he also puts it into our own mind. He declares that the Lord cannot 
in justice forgive their sins and yet destroy him and his angels. He claims them as his prey and 
demands that they be given into his hands to destroy. This is the experience of these people, and 
it is one that will remove the last dregs of earthliness from them. These people are the 144,000 of 
Revelation 7. John sees this company, and one of the elders asks him, who they are? 
 
Revelation 7:14-15... “And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, these are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.” 
 
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple... and he 
that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They wash their robes. These 144,000 come 
out of great tribulation, and Jacob’s trouble is the tribulation that this is talking about. 
  
These people, these 144,000, these ones that shine at that period of time and yet are going 
through this terrible experience, are spoken of here as a people that are being purged and 
cleansed... 
 
Daniel 12:9-10... “And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words [are] closed up and sealed till 
the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.” 
 
This is important. The wise will understand. What did the wise virgins do? Like the foolish, 
they had their Bibles. But the wise virgins had the oil in the vessel so that through the oil in the 

vessel they could be able to understand. That is the reason 
why we are going through these studies. It is because like 
Eve, multitudes have been deceived with false doctrine. 
 
That is why it is so important to apply ourselves, because 
when we come to this terrible time of the end, the time of 
the end of the harvest, many shall be purified, and made 
white, and tried, while the wicked shall do wickedly and 
not understand what is going on. When the time of Jacob’s 
trouble comes, because they don’t understand, they will 

fall apart, and then they will do more wickedly. 
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This is the point of the three angels’ message of the harvest time, of the time of Jacob’s trouble, 
when God’s people are being tried and made white. Watch as you read, and apply it to your 
own experience, and see how close the battle of purification actually takes place. 
 
Jacob was there praying to God through the night and was going to spend all night in prayer. 
But what happened as he was praying most earnestly? It was in a lonely, mountainous region, 
the haunt of wild beasts and the lurking place of robbers and murderers. Solitary and 
unprotected, Jacob bowed in deep distress upon the earth. It was midnight. All that made life 
dear to him was at a distance, exposed to danger and death. 
 
The bitterest of all was the thought that it was his own sin which had brought this peril upon 
the innocent. With earnest cries and tears he made his prayer before God. Suddenly a strong 
hand was laid upon him. He thought that an enemy was seeking his life, and he endeavored to 
wrest himself from the grasp of his assailant. In the darkness the two struggled for the mastery. 
Not a word was spoken, but Jacob put forth all his strength, and did not relax his efforts for a 
moment, while he was thus battling for his life.  
 
When you are in a real extreme case of danger, your past comes up and flashes very fast in front 
of your mind. While he was thus battling for his life, the sense of his guilt pressed upon his soul; 
his sins rose up before him, to shut him out from God. But in his terrible extremity he 
remembered God’s promises, and his whole heart went out in entreaty for His mercy.  
 
The struggle continued until near the break of day, when the stranger placed his grip upon 
Jacob’s thigh, and he was crippled instantly. 
 
This is one of the experiences that strike God’s people at that time. The impressions they receive 
is that an enemy is fighting them. That is the way they will feel, they will feel it is an enemy, just 
as Jacob did. Jacob sins came up before him. It is the people’s personal sins that are the real 
source of their anguish, as it also was with Jacob. 
 
The error that had led to Jacob’s sin in obtaining the birthright by fraud was now clearly set 
before him. He had not trusted God’s promises, but had sought by his own efforts to bring 
about that which God would have accomplished in His own time and way. How many times 
have we look back at our past experience and see how we’ve really made a blunder of it? Later 
on we can see that if only we would have let God do it, it would have turned out differently. 
That was the agony of Jacob’s mind and so it will be for those who come to this time. 
 
Though God’s people will be surrounded by enemies who are bent upon their destruction, yet 

the anguish which they suffer is not a dread of persecution for the 
truth’s sake; they fear that every sin has not been repented of, and 
that through some fault in themselves they will fail to realize the 
fulfillment of the Saviour’s promise. Revelation 3:10... “I will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the 
world.”  
 
If they could have the assurance of pardon they would not shrink 

from torture or death; but should they prove unworthy, and lose their lives because of their 
own defects of character, then God’s holy name would be reproached. 



8 

 

That’s what God’s people are upset about, that God’s holy name would be reproached because 
of their sins. They are just wishing that every sin would be truly removed. As Satan accuses the 
people of God on account of their sins, the Lord permits him to try them to the uttermost. Their 
confidence in God, their faith and firmness, will be severely tested. 
 
So what is being tested is their confidence in God, their faith and firmness in Him. They wonder 
will I let go of Him under this terrible sense of condemnation. As they review the past, their 
hopes sink; for in their whole lives they can see little good. They are fully conscious of their 
weakness and unworthiness. Satan endeavors to terrify them with the thought that their cases 
are hopeless, that the stain of their defilement will never be washed away. He hopes to destroy 
their faith that they will yield to his temptations and turn from their allegiance to God. 
 
Isn’t that what comes to mind when it gets severe? You wonder, Am I too bad, Am I not going 
to be faithful any more. That’s where Satan wants to get us. As the wife of Job said, Curse God 
and die, I don’t know what you are going through all of this for. Job was being tested by God. 
This is what God’s people will go through; they will be severely tested whether they will still 
trust God even though the sense of their own sins is heavily laid upon their shoulders.  
 
That’s what Jesus went through... He was there on the cross, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me? The sins were so oppressive that He felt forsaken of God, and He could have turned against 
His own God, but no, He relied upon Him. We must also rely upon Him in those extreme 
circumstances... This is what Satan wants to prevent. 
 
The question becomes, what is the guarantee that we will get through this? The answer is, but 
he shall be saved out of it. How can God save His people out of this, while they have this 
terrible sense of sin? Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin in obtaining the birthright by 
fraud, God would not have heard his prayer and mercifully preserved his life.  
 
So, in the time of trouble, if the people of God had un-confessed sins to appear before them 
while tortured with fear and anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off their 
faith, and they could not have confidence to plead with God for deliverance. 
  
But while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they have no concealed wrongs to 
reveal. Their sins have gone beforehand to judgment and have been blotted out, and they 
cannot bring them to remembrance. 
 
This is an interesting statement. Satan is bringing them to remembrance and they feel 
condemned for them. Jacob knew that he had defrauded his brother. We will still know what 
we have done, but we have confessed those sins and we cannot bring to our remembrance any 
sins that haven’t been confessed. They have been removed and the sense of condemnation for 
those sins is no longer able to have an effect on our memory. 
 
We have seen the terrible experience that is ahead for the people who are going through this 
time of trouble. We must be prepared for it by having all our sins confessed. They have been 
committed, the terrible effects of the sins are already there, Esau was angry with his brother, 
many of our experiences will be that the people who are not following Jesus will turn upon us 
because of our past sins, and we need to be prepared for that by confessing those sins 
beforehand.  
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This is where our study of the three angels’ message comes into play. The way to be prepared is 
to be fully involved with those three angels’ messages. Here is the need of preparation for the 
time of Jacob’s trouble... 
 
All who desire the blessing of God, as did Jacob, and will lay hold of the promises as he did, 
and be as earnest and adamant as he was, will succeed as he succeeded.  
 
Why there is so little exercise of true faith, and so little of the weight of truth resting upon many 
professed believers, is because they are indolent in spiritual things. 
 
So what does indolent mean... It means lazy. A lazy state of mind is indolence. They have a lazy 
state of mind in spiritual things. They are unwilling to make exertions, to deny self, to agonize 
before God, to pray long and earnestly for the blessing, and therefore they do not obtain it.  
 
That faith which will live through the time of trouble must be daily in exercise now. If I don’t 
exercise it now, I won’t exercise it then. Those who do not make strong efforts now to exercise 
persevering faith, will be wholly unprepared to exercise that faith which will enable them to 
stand in the day of trouble. 
 
The preparation now is to develop and exercise a faith that can enable us to stand at that time, a 
faith that can recognize when the hand of God is laid upon us, and can say, it is not an enemy, it 
is my own God. How are we preparing for this terrible time? “The great day of the Lord is near, 
it is near, and hasteth greatly;” but where do we behold the true dawn spirit? Who is preparing 
to stand in that time of temptation which is just before us? 
 
This is what the true introductory spirit is... to prepare to stand in that time of temptation. The 
people to whom God has entrusted the sacred, solemn, testing truths for this time are sleeping 
at their post. They are indolent. They are not exercising their faith.  
 
What they are saying; they say by their actions... We have the truth; we are “rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing;” while the True Witness declares... Thou “knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” 
 
God is speaking to the people, and He is saying to them, you are indolent. You are not ready for 
the time of trouble. Get ready, or you are not going to make it. This is what the message of 
Laodicea is all about. God is at work to help the primary people to prepare for that time.  
 
That is what the three angels’ messages are all about. How does God prepare us? What does He 
actually do to make sure that we can be ready for that time of Jacob’s trouble? God has said that 
He gave His people a bitter cup to drink, to purify and cleanse them. It is a bitter draught, and 
they can make it still more bitter by murmuring, complaining, and repining.  
 
But those who receive it thus must have another draught, for if the first does not have its 
designed effect upon the heart. And if the second dose does not effect the work, then they must 
have another, and another, until it does have its designed effect, or they will be left filthy, 
impure in heart. I saw that this bitter cup can be sweetened by patience, endurance, and prayer, 
and that it will have its designed effect upon the hearts of those who thus receive it, and God 
will be honored and glorified. 
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That is how God does it... We are now living in the time of preparation, and God is now giving 
us the bitter cup to drink, so that when that final bitter cup comes we will survive it. God brings 
His people near Him by close, testing trials, by showing them their own weakness and inability, 
and by teaching them to lean upon Him as their only help and safeguard. Then His object is 
accomplished. 
 
He is trying to cause us to lean on Him and not on our own selves, because if we come to the 
time of Jacob’s trouble and we are still leaning on our own efforts and help, it will be 
overwhelming and impossible. He is now trying to teach us to learn what it means to lean upon 
Him then. 
 
God’s work of refining and purifying must go on until His servants are so humbled, so dead to 
self, that, when called into active service, their eye will be single to His glory. This is what we 
have to learn now so that we can do it then. 
 
So how are we to survive the Bitter Cup. This bitter cup that is to be given us is that we must 
survive and overcome the negativities. How we do it in reality? The atonement is the answer. 
God’s people are going to have to experience that bitter cup, and especially the 144,000 in the 
time of Jacob’s trouble, a time such as has never existed before to such a degree. Jesus has 
already gone through this period in His own life to help us, and He is the answer to our need... 
 
Hebrews 12:2-4... “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of [our] faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving 
against sin.”   
 

This is the key. If we are going to survive the bitter cup, we are told 
to look unto Jesus and see the bitter cup that He had to drink. We 
are to remember that He resisted unto blood striving against sin, 
that in consequence of His enduring the cross and despising the 
shame, He was set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Jesus wants us to drink with Him that bitter cup.  
 
Because he supped that bitter cup He was able to sit on His Father’s 

throne, and He draws our attention to those who are going to have to go through the time of 
Jacob’s trouble out of the Laodicean period... 
 
Revelation 3:20... “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”  
 
Jesus had told His disciples that they would have to drink of His cup, and they said, yes, we are 
able. Then He said, you will indeed drink it, but it is going to be hard for you. This is the 
supping of the bitter cup. Here He is saying, if you will only let Me in, I will prepare you for the 
time of Jacob’s trouble. 
 
Revelation 3:21... “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.” 
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This is a direct reference to Hebrews 12:2-4. He continued to preserve, and He sat on His 
Father’s throne. Now He says, Will you drink the cup with Me? If you will, if you will overcome 
as I overcame, then you will sit on My throne, as I sat on My Father’s throne. So what is it that 
He sups with us. 
 
Hebrews 5:7-9... “Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and 
was heard in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which 
he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey him;” 
 
This is how we can learn to survive the bitter cup. In the days of His flesh, He offered prayers 
and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him who could save Him from death. So 
who does this; very few people.  
 
We are not to be indolent in the mind. Jesus wasn’t. Although He was a Son, He learned 
obedience by the things which He suffered; and thus He was made perfect. This is how we can 
meet the bitter cup. The following scripture is the description of the bitter cup that Jesus drank.  
 
This cup which He found very hard to drink is the inspiration for all of us to persevere with 
Him. Matthew 26:39-44... “And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou 
[wilt] … He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may 
not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done … And he left them, and went away 
again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.” 
 
Jesus was on the brink of leaving this cup, and if He would have left it, we wouldn’t have the 
ability to survive this bitter cup at the end.  
 
But He persevered, He endured unto the end, and He learned obedience by the things which He 
suffered, so that He could sit on His Father’s throne. Now He says to us, “Drink with me. I 
drank it with you. Drink it with me, and then you will sit on My throne.”  
 
Thus we will survive Jacob’s trouble. This is the reality that must be absorbed in our mind. Our 
whole destiny depends upon it. If we don’t pick up on the third angel’s message, we will not 
survive then. God help us to appreciate and understand the things which we have studied. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 


