
The New Song Before the Throne, Revelation 5:9-13 
 

As the Lamb takes the book, the living ones and the elders in adoration and praise raise the 
anthem, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.” In Chapter 4:8-11 a similar song was heard, but 
it was praise to Him who, as Creator of all things, is seated upon the throne. But in chapter 5 
we hear that the same group of heavenly beings singing a “new song.” It, too, is a song of 
praise, but it is addressed especially to the Lamb as He lifted the book from the hands of the 
Almighty. They sense what this means.  
 
The centuries of sorrow are about to come to an end, for He who has paid the purchase price… 
the Heavenly Goel… is now entering upon the final phase of His mediation for lost men; the 
judgment is about to begin. “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by Thy blood,” is the anthem that bursts from redeemed lips. But something else arrests our 
attention… the four and twenty elders are seen with golden bowls full of incense “which are 
the prayers of the saints.”  
 
Why this reference to prayers here? Could it be that the great prayer of all the saints of all ages 
is about to be answered? Since Adam fell, the cry of centuries has been, “Thy kingdom come.” 
Persecuted prophets, suffering saints, and martyrs without number have prayed and longed 
for this day. Through all the long and tragic night of sin, when men and women sealed their 
testimony in their blood, a great chorus of prayer has come up before God. Not only prayer 
has been lost. All have been carefully treasured, as it were, in these golden bowls. 
 

While the elders lead the song of praise, it does not stop there; 
its theme is caught by the innumerable company of angels. Then 
it sweeps out into the periphery of God's mighty creation. Far off 
in the very depths of space the prophet hears the same sound of 
praise. Wider and wider it spreads until it reaches every creature 
in God's mighty creation in heaven, in earth, and on and on 
through the limitless expanse of the universe, until it reaches the 
proportions of epic song. The whole universe is exclaiming in 
one rapturous song, “Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power 
be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
forever and ever.” 
 

“We shall reign on the earth,” sing the elders in triumph. Verse 10. They are not on the earth 
now, nor will they always be in heaven. The earth is their home, and if faithful, we with them 
shall reign on the earth made new. This is prefigured in the marvelous setting of this great 
assembly.  
 
What majesty! What glory is there! Daniel, describing this, says, “His throne was like the fiery 
flame, and His wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him… 
thousands and thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand stood before Him… the 
judgment was set, and the books were opened.” Daniel 7:9, 10. 
 



 
But the prophet John, guided by the Spirit of God, describes the scene in greater detail. That 
old apostle is invited to join the company of angelic host. He takes his place beside the living 
ones and the elders, and from that place of vantage he begins to watch as each event moves 
forward in a mighty panorama. This great scene is without parallel in all the Scriptures. It is 
the opening of the judgment, culminating in the second advent. 
 
As we close this first of the thrilling scenes of the Revelation, let us with the triumphant saints 
unite our voices in thanksgiving to God for the hope that is ours, that throughout eternal ages 
it will be our privilege to sing of the Lamb and His sacrifice. Our constant song will be of Him 
who, having conquered death, has redeemed us to God by His blood. But if we would join in 
that eternal anthem of praise in the hereafter, we must catch the echo of it now, as we cry with 
the angels that redeemed men… “WORTHY IS THE LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN.” 
 
 


