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“The Latter Rain” 

 

When Joshua and the Israelites crossed the Jordan and came into the land of Canaan, the former 
rain or The Early Rain falls at sowing-time. The rain was necessary for the seeds to germinate. 
Under the influence of rich fertile showers, the tender shoot springs up. The Latter Rain falling 
near the close of the season finishes the ripening of the grain, and prepared it for the sickle.  
 
The Lord employs these operations of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. As the 
dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, 
the Holy Spirit is given to carry the process forward, from one stage to another is the process of 
spiritual growth.  
 
The ripening of the grain represents the completion of the work of God’s grace in the soul. By 
the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character. “We are 
to be wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ by the Latter Rain...”  
 
What we need to look for in this subject... We need to be clear, first of all, what is meant by the 
Early and Latter Rain, that’s the first thing we need to know. We need to understand why the 
scripture uses that term, so let’s try to define The Early and Latter Rain, to help us understand 
what it’s talking about there. 
 
And then we need to watch to see what God expects of us when He pours out His Spirit in a 
special way. So watch for that as we proceed because it’s very that we understand what God is 
doing for us. 
 
In Israel they looked for a time in the spring in which it was going to rain. Now I’m not talking 
about just a light shower that came through. They looked for a time when there would be a rain 
that would soak the earth. This is what they called the early rain. It soaked the earth and 
provided the moisture that was needed for the seed to germinate, to come up, and the early rain 
provides the moisture that was needed for the plants to grow. 
 
This was very, very necessary for the crop to germinate and get a good start. So this was 
referred to as the early rain. Then through the summer they would have showers and so forth, 
and of course, the plants would develop. But it was in the fall that again they looked for a rain 
to come that would soak the ground and this would help the plants to go ahead and finish 
producing and to prepare or be ready for the harvest. 
 
That was referred to as the latter rain. So this is what they’re talking about when they are 
talking about an early rain, or the former rain and the latter rain. So the scripture says... “Ask 
the Lord for rain in the time of the latter rain.” So, you see that latter rain is what brought the 
plants to fruition and prepared them for a plentiful harvest. 
    
That was the latter rain… The scripture picks up that metaphor and makes a spiritual 
application to it. And it talks about the Early Rain and the Latter Rain.  
 
Therefore when the scriptures are talks about the Early Rain, spiritually it’s referring to the Day 
of Pentecost.  
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That’s what happened on the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out in great 
measure upon the disciples. And from that outpouring of the Holy Spirit the gospel went forth. 
I mean it sprang up everywhere, and in a matter of a few years it had covered all of Asia Minor.  
 
So it was that outpouring of the Early... and the Latter Rain, that’s what made the gospel 
literally take off. The scripture tells us that down at the end of time there will be a Latter Rain in 
which the Holy Spirit will be poured out. And it will be poured out in great measure, and that’s 
what will bring about the harvest. 
 
Bringing about the harvest... that’s what we’re looking for. Alright “Pour out His” in Acts 2:17.  
So when is this going to happen? It is going to happen in the last days, so it can’t be talking 
about the Early Rain... Therefore it has to be talking about the Latter Rain. 
 
So what’s happening here? Well, the Holy Spirit has just been poured out as He says here, and 
that is happening? The gifts of the Spirit are there. They are being given in great measure and so 
you have prophecy and all these gifts of the Spirit that is taking place that makes the member, 
the individual an effective witness for Jesus Christ.  
 
This is what is happening... That’s what the scripture is talking about here as the Holy Spirit is 
being poured out. And so He tells us that we need to open up our hearts and our soul to be 
filled with the Spirit. Therefore you and I as individuals need to learn; learn to walk in the Spirit 
day by day. 
 
What many people don’t understand is what happens here. So here’s an illustration of Moses 
being up on the mountain. Then Moses said, Exodus 33:18 “I pray You, show me Your glory!” 
So God tells Moses… 
 
“I’m going to take you, Moses. I’m going to put you over here in the cleft of this rock and 
basically I’m going to put My hand over it and I’m going to walk by and when I remove My 
hand you’ll be able to see My back…You’ll be able to see My glory.” 
 
Isn’t that what Moses is asking to see? OK. Let’s watch… So when God passed by and Moses 
saw the glory of God, what did he see? Hmmm; He saw God’s Character. 
  
You see… When studying the bible and it’s talking about the glory of God, it’s not just talking 
about some great shining bright light. It’s talking about God’s character. So when Moses said… 
“I want to see Your glory,” and when God passed by and removed His hand from the cleft of 
the rock, there Moses saw the character of God which IS God’s glory. 
  
Let’s get that real clear in our minds because it becomes very, very important. So then, what are 
we beholding? Is what we’re beholding a light? No! We’re looking at God’s Character. So then 
the bible says that as we look at the Lord, as we behold Him, as we spend time with Him, we 
find that our character is being changed.  
 
So then, you see, our character becomes more like our Lord’s. That’s what the bible is saying 
when it says we’re being transformed to His image. That is you and I are to become more like 
Jesus Christ.  
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That’s what He’s talking about. That’s what He wants... So the transforming of our character 
into the image of God’s character is what needs to take place. 
  
So then when we’re talking about the Latter Rain and the Holy Spirit being poured out, this is 
what needs to happen, to take place in the lives of men and women… In that we must become 
like our Lord and their Savior.  
 
Revelation 18 tells us about the earth being illuminated with the glory. Does that mean that an 
angel is going to come down from heaven and the whole earth is going to be lighted up by the 
light of that angel? Is that... is that what’s being described here?  
 
No… When it says this angel come down and the earth was illuminated with glory that is 
talking about God’s people and the change in their lives and in their character. Because their 
characters have been changed, this is the glory of God that illuminates the whole earth. 
 
Are you following me…? This is what must happen. This is what’s taking place. And when I 
hear people talk about waiting upon the Holy Spirit... It bothers me when I see people waiting 
on the Holy Spirit. You know, when I find them waiting on the Holy Spirit and praying for the 
Holy Spirit to do something... That’s not the condition! 
 
The state of affairs here is that you and I... we need to surrender, we need to give our hearts to 
the Lord. We need to put ourselves in a position that the Holy Spirit can do His work in our 
lives and make us like our Lord. 
 
That’s what needs to happen, and that’s the glory, that’s what needs to go throughout the whole 
earth. Now Daniel... Daniel speaks about this time. And this is what he says about it in the 12th 
chapter. 
 
Follow me carefully now;  I just don’t have space to go into this time figure here and so I’m not 
going to even try to go into that at all, but he’s talking about a period of time in which God’s 
people will manifest the Spirit of God in a special way because he goes on and says here...  
 
“Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up 
his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be 
for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has been completely 
shattered, all these things shall be finished.” 
 
Did you follow? That says when the power of God’s people, God’s holy people, is shattered, 
and then all these things will be finished. So when the power of God’s holy people is disbursed, 
THEN that will bring a finish to all those things.  
 
This is what is called the Latter Rain. This is also what’s referred to as the Loud Cry when 
God’s Spirit is poured out on His people in a very, very marked way and they go forth 
proclaiming the Word of God.  
 
And in them you have the character of Jesus Christ. That’s what God’s looking for. That’s what 
He wants.  



4 

 

I wish I could say that, that people would pick up the scripture and take it and read it and 
would accept it and follow it... How much better off we would be.  
 
But because we don’t, listen to this, this is still Daniel speaking. Daniel says that many shall be 
what... Purified, made white, and refined. Refining is not an easy thing... Refining is hard. Do 
you know what’s used in refining? Fire!  
 
Fire... And so what I’m trying to say is if we don’t wake up to where we are and we don’t wake 
up to the time in which we are in, then many of us are going to go through a period and a time 
of refinement that will be extremely difficult.  
 
When if we would just open up our hearts and give ourselves to God and let the Holy Spirit 
work in our lives, how much easier it would be. But instead, we get caught up with the world 
and we go and get involved in these things of the world and we miss what God is willing to do 
for us... Oh how severe will this refining be? 
 
OK, this is a process that’s to take place in which the Holy Spirit will seal God’s people in 
preparation for the Lord’s coming. You see, the Latter Rain is what got things ready for the 
harvest.  
 
Spiritually, The Latter Rain is what gets us ready for the harvest or the coming of Jesus Christ. 
That’s what happens here. And so as I was saying, the seal of God is given. The seal of God is 
placed where; in the forehead.  
 
By the way, it’s placed only in the forehead. That is God’s seal. So what does it mean when it’s 
placed? Does it mean that God’s going to come down here and take some kind of stamp and 
stamp you on the forehead! 
 
And you’re going to run around with some kind of a tattoo up there where you’ve been sealed!  
No... That isn’t what that’s talking about. When it talks about the seal being in the forehead that 
means that we have given mental ascent to turning ourselves over and we’ve said to Him “You 
be our God and We will be Your people.”  
 
You will be my God; I’ll be Your people. And I’ll walk with You and follow You and I’ll do 
Your bidding. Not because I have to, but because I want to.  
 
That’s what makes the difference, a great big difference... This is the seal of God!  
 
Now at the same time, multitudes will be receiving the mark of the beast. Please understand 
what’s going on here. The bible says there will be many that will be purified, made white, and 
refined. But it also says that “the wicked shall do wickedly.”  
 
So at this time in which the Latter Rain and the Holy Spirit is being poured out in great 
measure and God’s people are going forth under the power of the Holy Spirit preaching the 
Word of God many other things are happening, miracles are taking place... all these things are 
happening during this time.  
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At that very same time the devil is working overtime and as you have heard, the bible says, “the 
wicked will do wickedly.” And so we’re going to have an all out effort by the devil, everything 
that he can do to stop God’s people. 
 
Therefore, don’t look for an easy time... Don’t expect it to be a cakewalk... But what we can rest 
assured of is if we have turned our life over to the Lord and I have surrendered myself to Him, 
then He has given me the fruits of the Spirit. And therefore, even though the devil may harass 
me, I can have joy in my heart. 
 
Even though things all around me may be a mess, I can have peace. You see, all of those fruits 
he cannot take away from me. He just can’t take them away. So, the devil during this time will 
do all that he can... “The wicked shall do wickedly.”  
 
They’re going to do everything they can to stop God’s people. And the bible says... Six men... 
each with a battle ax in their hand. Now watch... You see, when the character of God is 
reproduced in His people, then Jesus will come back.  
 
And when that happens and the character of God is reproduced in His people, that glory, that 
is, the glory of God, will go up and Jesus will say... “It is finished! I’m headed back.”  
 
So, what you and I need to do is to make sure that we are letting the Holy Spirit do its work in 
our lives.  
 
In other words, this was the sealing. When the Holy Spirit goes through and seals God’s people. 
The Holy Spirit’s been poured out, and it’s done its work. Men and women have responded. 
The Holy Spirit has worked in their lives and they have become like their Lord, if you please.  
 
And therefore He can say “It’s time to go back... It’s time to go back and get My people.”  
 
He’s going to come back and gather all of His people. Just how severe is this going to be...?  
 
One-third... God said these will be made white and refined. How many, one-third! You and I 
need to look seriously at that... One-third! Only one-third of those who claim to be followers of 
the Lord are going to make it.  
 
Why...? Why just one third? You see, there’s a very definite reason why there’s just a third and 
no more. This is what He wants to do in our life, what He wants to do in my life. He wants to 
change us and make us different... That’s what He wants to do. 
 
We cannot continually fight the Holy Spirit. But God is not going to force anyone; He’s just not 
going to do that, and if we continue to do things that is not Chris-like, and we are doing things 
that are contrary to God, He’ll leave that decision to us. He is not going to force us to change. 
 
But God WILL change us if we’ll let Him. But in order to let Him, we have to be willing. I must 
be willing to change; I have to say “OK, Lord.” And I have to surrender my heart, giving it to 
Him and say... “OK, I’ll follow; I’ll do Your bidding. I’ll do what You ask.”  
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And if we will surrender our lives to Him, then He can bring about the changes necessary that 
needs to take place. 
  
Now the bible says that with the sealing of the Holy Spirit this is a guarantee! That’s what it 
says. In other words, if we are willing to turn our life over to the Lord and let the Holy Spirit do 
its work in our lives, then THAT’S the guarantee that you’ll be in the kingdom of God.  
 
So then, let me make something very clear... There is absolutely no such thing as a person 
getting up each day and surrendering his heart to the Lord, giving his life to the Lord each day, 
and that person miss heaven.  
 
That’s impossible. If I get up every day and surrender my heart and soul to the Lord, you’d 
better believe the Lord will work in your life. And that’s a guarantee you’ll be in His kingdom. 
Amen!  
 
That He promises us...  And so we need to learn day by day to follow Him. So then, what does 
the Latter Rain accomplish? What’s the purpose of it? Well... First... That’s why you’ve got to 
have the Latter Rain; it finishes the work of the Early Rain. So then, we must receive the Latter 
Rain.  
 
Secondly, concerning the Early Rain... If they didn’t get an early rain, then they didn’t get a 
very good result as far as the planting of the seeds is concerned and the seed didn’t germinate 
and come up very well. If they got a good Early Rain and they didn’t get a good Latter Rain, 
then their harvest was not much either; so it took both of them.  
 
Therefore you have to have both for a good harvest to take place. And so, the Latter Rain helps 
to prepare for the harvest. Have you realized that God has put you here on this earth at this 
particular time for a very definite reason? And do you realize that it’s your life that affects 
people around you? 
 
Do you know that there are people that will only be in heaven if you do what God put you here 
to do; Did you know that? You have an influence on people. Every one of us does. We are not 
an island by ourselves, and we’ve been put here for a purpose. And so, I must let the Holy Spirit 
work in my life for the salvation of others. This is what I have to do.  
 
Now, the bible speaks of 10 virgins. What did they go to do? These are all virgins, and the bible 
says... They went to meet the bridegroom. So then, this is down at the end of time... This is what 
is called the Latter Rain. 
  
They’re going out to meet the bridegroom. Five were wise; five were foolish. Now then, I want 
us to take a look at the five foolish virgins, because we need to understand some things here.  
 
First of all, these virgins are all believers. These virgins are not people that don’t believe in the 
Lord. These are virgins that had their lamp and went out to meet the bridegroom.  
 
They’ve been convicted of sin. The Holy Spirit has worked on their hearts... convicted them of 
sin. And so they understood that. This wasn’t something that they didn’t know anything about.  
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Second... They had lamps, and they were in the church... Did you get that? They were in the 
church. They were considered good people. They were considered followers of the Lord and 
that when the time came they, with the other five, went out to meet the Lord. All the bride 
mates had intended to meet the bridegroom. 
 
They had pure faith... They believed the truth. They did all this. Had a pure faith; they believed 
the truth. Not only those, but all of their functions was the work of the Holy Spirit in the Latter 
Rain... Excuse me, in the Early Rain.  
 
All those things that I have just said to you... those are the things that the Holy Spirit does in the 
Early Rain... He convicts of sin. 
 
He calls people out of the world. He helps them understand God’s Word so they have a pure 
faith. They believe the Word of God... That is the work of the Early Rain. So we need to stop 
and ask ourselves... What is my experience? Is it Strictly with the Early Rain? 
 
Is that where we are? You know, we’ve been convicted of sin. We’ve come out of the world. Uh, 
you have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. You believe the truth. What I’m trying to get across is... 
If that’s all we have, then we aren’t involved in the Latter Rain. 
 
That’s the work of the Early Rain to do all that... It had done all that for those five foolish 
virgins. That’s what it had completed, and they had all accomplished that. This is the five 
foolish ones... So, the bridegroom came. 
 
The five wise virgins went in with the bridegroom and the door was shut. And now here comes 
the five foolish virgins, and they’re knocking on the door saying... “Lord, let us in. Let us in.” So 
you see... They want to follow the Lord, saying... “Let us in.”  
 
Now, can we understand what’s wrong here...? When He says to them... “I don’t know you.” So 
then why would He say that to them? He says it because there is no likeness of character. That’s 
why He doesn’t know them. You see, He’s looking for people that their characters have been 
changed.  
 
If He sees people that have been transformed, they have become like their Lord. And so when 
He looks at them, He says... “Oh, yeah, that’s mine.” Why, because there’s a likeness of 
character and He says... “Yes, this one belongs to Me because He’s like me.” That’s what God is 
looking for. 
 
So, is that where we are? In character, and are we like your Lord? We’re moving into serious 
times. I pray that we will give more attention to our spiritual life and not so much to the 
physical things that we need. But make sure our spiritual life is what it should be.  
 
Make sure that we are being transformed into the likeness of our Lord and Savior. It’s so 
important that we are. And as He works in our life, He’ll change those things. 
 
But let me explain something... You can’t be proud. You can’t be arrogant. You can’t be puffed 
up. You can’t consider yourself better than others.  



8 

 

If those problems are present, that stops the work of the Holy Spirit. He wants to work in our 
lives, and we have to be in a position to let Him do His work in our lives.  
 
And if we do that, then He’ll change us. He’ll make us different, and when He comes and the 
sound goes out “the bridegroom’s coming” and we go out to meet Him, then He needs to be 
able to look at us and say...  
 
“Yes, that’s one of My children because they’re like Me. They look like Me. They act like Me. 
They’re My children”.  
 
That’s what He wants to do. 
 
So, let’s let the Holy Spirit do its sealing in our life. This is what the Latter Rain is all about. This 
is what Holy Spirit wants to do for you and for me. Pray; pray that our eyes may be opened; 
open my eyes, that I may catch a Glimpse of the truth Thou hast for me; Place in my hands the 
wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.  
 
A more clear and detailed picture of this time will be in “The Time of Jacobs Trouble.” 


