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The Investigative Judgment 
 

The studies that we’ve been talking about they have been about Judgment. The last study we 
look at was about Christ as our Mediator, but in this study what we’re going to be looking at is 
the Investigative Judgment.  
 
There are several judgments mentioned in the Bible. Our God is a God of justice, and as the 
psalmist states; “A scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom” (Psalm 45:6). It is the 
Lord Jesus Himself who is the Judge of all the earth... “The Father judges no one, but has 
entrusted all judgment to the Son” (John 5:22). Jesus alone is worthy to open the book, and to 
loose the seven seals thereof as seen in (Revelation 5:5).  
 
Whereas concerning the judgment of believers’ sins, (Isaiah 53:4–8). Jesus took this judgment 
upon Himself by His crucifixion and death. “He suffered death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for everyone” (Hebrews 2:9). This study will be about the Investigative 
Judgment. Actually it is a judgment that the scripture says is going on up in heaven at the 
present time. And by the way, that particular prophecy that we’ll be looking at is probably the 
greatest prophecy in all the scripture.  
 
Now when Jesus leaves the sanctuary... Every case will have been decided for life or death 
[Prior to the close of probation]. While ministering in the sanctuary, the judgment was taking 
place for the righteous dead, and then for the righteous living. Christ having received His 
kingdom, having made the atonement for His people, He then began blotting out their sins.  
 
The subjects of the kingdom were made up... The marriage of the lamb was effectuated. The 
kingdom, the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, was given to Jesus, and to the 
heirs of salvation, Jesus was to reign as “King of kings and lord of lords.”   
 
Now we’re looking at the Judgment. That’s what we’re talking about is the Judgment during 
this study and how it takes place and what happens. As far as I’m concerned, it is probably the 
greatest prophecies in all of God’s Word and I think it might answer some questions. 
 
There are three books that are used in the judgment the Bible says. There’s the Book of Life, the 
Book of Iniquity, and the Book of Remembrance. And so we’re going to see exactly how those 
books are used in our next presentation.  
 
How are they used in the judgment? How do you get your name in the Book of Life? And what 
do you do to get your name in the Book of Remembrance? These are things that we’ll look at 
and how those names are taken and how they are used and exactly how the judgment takes 
place.  
 
This prophecy is one that no agnostic, infidel, or atheist has ever been able to answer. In fact, 
this is a prophecy that many Jewish rabbis forbid their people to look at or to study. It’s a very, 
very vital and important prophecy in God’s Word.  
 
It has to do with the Investigative judgment when Christ moves from the Holy Place to the 
Most Holy Place in heaven as described in Daniel 7:13-14, and that this began the Investigative 
judgment described in Daniel 7:9-10. 
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So we’re going to be taking a look at the judgment, we’re going to find out that is going on up in 
heaven at the present time. So I hope that you’ll follow as we look at God’s Word and I hope it 
will bless you in a very special way. 
 
Well I’d rather have Jesus than man’s applause. I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause. I’d 
rather have Jesus than world-wide fame. I’d rather be true to His holy name; than to be the king 
of a vast domain or be held in sin’s dread sway. I’d rather have Jesus than anything this world 
affords today. 
 
Our Heavenly Father, we’d rather have You than anything this world has to offer us. We ask 
that You would come and be with us. May your Holy Spirit enlighten our minds as we study 
Your Word, give us understanding. Help us to see and to know that You are without question 
the Redeemer of this world. We pray that our eyes may be open to see by faith what Your Word 
has recorded and may we each and every one walk in the light. For this we pray in Christ’s 
name, Amen. 
 
As we study the Word of God, throughout it, place after place it talks about Jesus coming back. 
It’s a promise that’s given to you and to me that Jesus Christ is going to return. But there’s an 
aspect about His return that’s very important, that we must understand. 
 
I want us to listen to a couple texts. It says here in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17... “For the Lord 
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.” 
 
Then in 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11... “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, 
we may live together with Him. Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just 
as you also are doing.” 
 
So the scripture says that Jesus is coming back. But He says when He comes back He is bringing 
His reward with Him. Now if Christ is going to bring His reward with Him, folks, then it’s very 
simple that judgment has to have taken place. 
  
Every case has to have been decided... because it wouldn’t work for Christ to come back, take 
some people to heaven, and then find out they don’t belong there. That won’t work. So He’s got 
to have judgment taken place before He comes back. 
  
Let’s look at another text in Revelations 22:12-13... “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward 
is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, the first and the last.”  
 
So it’s very, very clear that when Jesus comes back He is bringing His reward with Him to give 
everyone according as his works.  
 
So then this judgment that is going on up in heaven now... we’re just simply going to refer to 
that judgment as an Investigative Judgment. 
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That simply means going through the cases and they’re taking a look at each individual and 
deciding whether that person will be there, whether they’ll be part of those that are saved when 
Jesus comes, or whether they will not. That’s what’s taking place up in heaven at the present 
time. It tells us that judgment is going on now in Revelation.  
 
Revelation the 14th chapter verse 6... It does not say the hour of His judgment IS coming. It says 
the hour of His judgment HAS come.  
 
So it tells us that judgment is going on up in heaven right now. And that’s what we’re going to 
take a look at in this study. We want to look at this judgment to see where it’s taking place. To 
see what’s involved as the scripture presents it, especially in the book of Daniel, where it is 
presented in a special way. 
 
Here in Peter it gives us an insight into this judgment as to who is being judged. And it says in I 
Peter 4:17...  “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God... So it tells us 
clearly that this judgment that we’re looking at has to do with the saved because it says it begins 
“with the house of God.” 
 
That’s referring to those who are followers of Christ. So Peter is saying that judgment involves 
those that have accepted Christ and are following Him. So that’s what we’re seeing in this 
judgment. The children of Israel... for 400 years they worshiped around the sanctuary.  
 

The sanctuary set out in the middle of their encampment and 
this is where people came and they brought their sacrifices. 
This is where they came and worshiped. They worshiped the 
Lord. The sanctuary, or the tabernacle, was a tent. It was 
surrounded by a curtain which made what they called the 
court. 
 
And in the court there were three things. There was the altar 
of sacrifice, there was the laver, and there was the tabernacle. 
Inside the tabernacle there were two compartments. One 
compartment was called the holy place and the other 
compartment was called the most holy place. 
 
In the holy place, this is where the priest ministered. The 
priest went in and out of there many, many times every day. 

And in that holy place was basically three pieces of furniture. There were the seven 
golden candlesticks. There was the table of shewbread. And right before the curtain was 
the altar of incense. 

 
The altar of incense is where they sprinkled the blood from the offering of the lamb that the 
person had brought. But every year, once a year, the high priest, only the high priest, he is going 
to part that curtain and go into the most holy place. 
 
Now that was done on what was called the Day of Atonement... or better known also as the Day 
of Judgment. So that’s what it’s talking about... Day of Atonement or the Day of Judgment... or 
it’s even referred to as the cleansing of the sanctuary. 



 

That becomes important as we look at
is very, very concerned.
now. He understands clearly, the prophecies of the prophet Jeremiah.
 
Because Jeremiah had said that the children of Israel would be in 
captivity for 70

And he wants to know when they are going to be
 
When are they going to be taken out of Babylon? And so Daniel has been praying about this, 
seeking the Lord. And as he has been praying about 
chapter verse 14 makes a statement to him. And he 
thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”
 
Daniel understood exactly that when it said th
to mean the Day of Atonement 
Gabriel was talking about. 
 
So the angel said... “Unto two thousand three hundred days then the sanctuary”
Judgment, “is going to take place.
we’re still in the 8th chapter verse 26
in the future.” 
 
This really bothered Daniel. He didn’t understand what 
bothered him so much, the 8th chapter of Daniel ends 
vision that the angel had told him 
sanctuary’s going to be cleansed. 
  
Daniel knows that he is living right at the time that Jeremiah had talked about. And now the
angel has said this has to do with something in the future
Daniel is having a terrible time putting all of this together.
 
So as we move into the 9th chapter of Daniel
him understanding concerning this vision to help him know what it’s all about. And God in His 
love and in His kindness sends the angel Gabriel
 
Listen... So here Daniel is praying. You can read his prayer there asking the Lord when this is 
going to take place. And God has sent the angel Gabriel to help Daniel understand what this 
vision is about. 
  
He said... “Daniel, I’ve come here to help you understand what this vision is about.”

Daniel is 
in captivity. This is what is concerning Daniel. 
 
So the angel Gabriel says to Daniel
70 weeks to the Jewish
going to give them a time to come to Me, come back to Me, to 

follow Me, to obey Me
to anoint the Most Holy.” And He also said to 
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That becomes important as we look at this prophecy because Daniel... 
is very, very concerned. Daniel has been in Babylon for about 70 years 
now. He understands clearly, the prophecies of the prophet Jeremiah.

Because Jeremiah had said that the children of Israel would be in 
captivity for 70 years and he knows that 70 years is coming to an end. 

And he wants to know when they are going to be delivered. 

When are they going to be taken out of Babylon? And so Daniel has been praying about this, 
seeking the Lord. And as he has been praying about this, the angel Gabriel here in Daniel the 8
chapter verse 14 makes a statement to him. And he says...  “And he said unto me, Unto two 
thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” 

Daniel understood exactly that when it said the sanctuary shall be cleansed 
 or the Day of Judgment. He understood 

nto two thousand three hundred days then the sanctuary”
“is going to take place.” Now the angel also said to him here concerning this

verse 26. So he told Daniel... “this vision refers to many, many days 

. He didn’t understand what Gabriel was talking about. And it 
chapter of Daniel ends with him saying he was astonished at the 

had told him that unto two thousand three hundred days then the 
 

Daniel knows that he is living right at the time that Jeremiah had talked about. And now the
angel has said this has to do with something in the future; many, many days in the future. And 

putting all of this together. 

chapter of Daniel, he is there praying. He’s pleading with God to give 
him understanding concerning this vision to help him know what it’s all about. And God in His 

he angel Gabriel back. 

So here Daniel is praying. You can read his prayer there asking the Lord when this is 
going to take place. And God has sent the angel Gabriel to help Daniel understand what this 

come here to help you understand what this vision is about.”
Daniel is still in Babylon. The Jewish people are in Babylon. They’re 
in captivity. This is what is concerning Daniel.  

So the angel Gabriel says to Daniel... He said... Daniel
70 weeks to the Jewish people. In that 70 weeks God has said
going to give them a time to come to Me, come back to Me, to 

follow Me, to obey Me, to do My will. Also, I’m giving this prophecy 
And He also said to “seal up the prophecy.” 

this prophecy because Daniel... 
Daniel has been in Babylon for about 70 years 

now. He understands clearly, the prophecies of the prophet Jeremiah. 

Because Jeremiah had said that the children of Israel would be in 
years and he knows that 70 years is coming to an end. 

When are they going to be taken out of Babylon? And so Daniel has been praying about this, 
this, the angel Gabriel here in Daniel the 8th 

And he said unto me, Unto two 

 he understood that 
. He understood exactly that’s what 

nto two thousand three hundred days then the sanctuary”, or the Day of 
Now the angel also said to him here concerning this vision... 

“this vision refers to many, many days 

was talking about. And it 
was astonished at the 

that unto two thousand three hundred days then the 

Daniel knows that he is living right at the time that Jeremiah had talked about. And now the 
days in the future. And 

praying. He’s pleading with God to give 
him understanding concerning this vision to help him know what it’s all about. And God in His 

So here Daniel is praying. You can read his prayer there asking the Lord when this is 
going to take place. And God has sent the angel Gabriel to help Daniel understand what this 

come here to help you understand what this vision is about.” Now, 
in Babylon. The Jewish people are in Babylon. They’re 

Daniel, God’s giving 
people. In that 70 weeks God has said... “I’m 

going to give them a time to come to Me, come back to Me, to 
to do My will. Also, I’m giving this prophecy 
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He said, in other words... “There’s going to be certain things about this prophecy that will 
absolutely seal it and make it immoveable.” That’s what He’s saying. So he takes this and says 
to him... Well now, that’s fine to tell you and I “70 weeks are determined on your people,” but 
that doesn’t mean much if we don’t know a starting point. 
  
You can’t determine when the 70 weeks are unless you know where it starts. And the angel 
Gabriel understands all that. And so we find out that this begins to take place... Daniel 9 verse 
25 he gives him a starting point. 
  
Stay with me now, let’s establish it, the Jewish people are in captivity. They’re in Babylon. He 
says when this command comes for you to go forth and go back and rebuild Jerusalem... that’s 
the starting point. So when that decree is given to them, then that will be the starting point.  
 
OK? Now... we need to establish that date. And fortunately, that is a date in scripture that’s well 
established because we read here about the king Artaxerxes who makes the decree for the 
children of Israel to go back. 
 
Now I’m going to say something here for the sake of anyone who maybe has looked into this 
quite a bit and have wondered about it. There were three decrees that were given. Darius gave a 
decree, Cyrus gave a decree, and Artaxerxes gave a decree. 
 
Those were the three decrees that were given. But we go by Artaxerxes’ decree because that was 
the decree that gave the children of Israel the right to go back to Jerusalem and to establish 
themselves as a sovereign government. 
 
Cyrus’s decree, Darius’s decree did not give them that opportunity. But Artaxerxes gave them 
the right to go back and be a sovereign government, a nation. That’s the one that gave them the 
right to go back to Jerusalem and to establish themselves as a sovereign government. 
 
So we read here in Ezra 7 and verse 12-13... “Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the 
scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace. And now I have issued a decree that any of 
the people of Israel and their priests and the Levites in my kingdom who are willing to go to 
Jerusalem, may go with you.”  
 
That decree was given by king Artaxerxes in 457 BC. We now have a starting point. 457 BC is 
when the decree was given for the Jewish people to go back and to set up their nation in 
Jerusalem. All right... so we can start there. Now, let’s establish one other thing because we have 
to put these together so that the prophecy will make sense.  
 
And in Bible prophecy God gives a simple principle, and that principle is that in prophecy a day 
represents a year. So we read in Ezekiel 4:6... “And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again 
on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have 
appointed thee each day for a year.”  
 
And then we read in Numbers 14:34... “After the number of the days in which ye searched the 
land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye 
shall know my breach of promise.” So in Bible prophecy one prophetic day equals one literal 
year. OK. Now that we have that, let’s move ahead.  
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Three times... three times the angel Gabriel has spoken of a period of time. And this is what he 
told Daniel... “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be 
reconsecrated.” In Daniel 8:14 he talked about that, the 2300 days. 
 
OK? In Daniel 9:24 he talks about the 70 weeks. And in Daniel 9:25 he talks about 69 weeks. 
Now we’re going to put all that together and we’re going to see how it works and what it’s 
talking about. 
 
OK. Are you still with me? Here we go 2300 and it says 2300 days. In Bible prophecy a day 
represents one year. So if we have 2300 days, then we actually have 2300 years. So continuing 
on now what he’s doing here is he’s giving us a starting point. 

 
OK, from 457 BC, when the decree was given. And then 
he said... “I’m going to take 70 weeks off of those 2300 
years.”  
 
And so if we’ve got 70 weeks, there’s 7 days in a week, 
so if we’ve got 7 times 70, then that equals 490... That’s 
490 years. 
 
He said... “I’m going to take 490 years off of that 2300.” 

All right; let’s take it another step farther now. The decree was given in 457 BC. He gives us this 
starting point. So, if I had 70 weeks and I took 70 weeks, or 490 years, off of 2300 years, and I’m 
starting in 457 BC, that takes me to 34 AD, right. 
  
Remember, in BC dates you subtract. You don’t add. OK, so you subtract. You have to be 
careful here, because you’ve got to put a year in there for 0. You understand what I mean by 
that? Because we’re moving from BC dates into AD dates and there’s a 0 year there, and you’ve 
got to account for it. 
  
So you have to put a year in there because if you just take pencil and paper and you subtract 490 
off the 2300 years, you’ll come up with 33 not 34. OK. So you’ve got to put that year in there for 
0. So it takes us to 34 AD. 
  
That was the 70 weeks that God gave to the Jewish people. All right, then it says here how long 
the vision about the regular sacrifice to apply, while the transgression causes horror, so as to 
allow both the holy place and the host to be trampled in Daniel 8:14...  “He said to me, ‘For 2,300 
evenings and mornings; then the holy place will be properly restored.’” 
 
Now the angel Gabriel gave the same starting point for both of those... the 70 weeks and the 69 
weeks. Both have the same starting point. So if I go 69 weeks from 457 BC, 7 times 69 is equal to 
483 and if I subtract 483 from 457... That takes me to 27 AD. 
  
Now, any way you want to look at that, there is only one person in all of history that ever, only 
one ever that meets this prophecy because he said it would be 69 weeks until Messiah the 
Prince. In other words, what’s just happened... the angel Gabriel has pointed out exactly when 
Jesus Christ was going to appear on the scene of action ... That’s the Messiah 
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If you’re a Jewish person and you’ve been looking for the Messiah, Gabriel has told you here 
exactly when He was going to show up. In 27 AD... that is exact. That’s why rabbis don’t want 
their people looking at this, it because there is nobody else that fits this prophecy. 
  
Let’s see what happened in 27 AD. Luke the 3rd chapter and 22 verse... “And the Holy Ghost 
descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, 
Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.” Let’s watch what happens... What 
happens here becomes very important because this is what the next verse says... “And Jesus 
himself began to be about thirty years of age...”  
 
So here it tells us clearly that Christ began His ministry and here in the scripture it would be 69 
weeks until Messiah the Prince. And right there at 27 AD Christ began His ministry as the 
Messiah. Now, if you don’t believe... if you don’t believe in the Word of God and you don’t 
believe in Jesus Christ, then I want to ask you... what are you going to do with this information? 
  
What are you going to do with it? I mean... you’re either going to have to sit down and study it 
to see if this “Is really true?” Or be like that old ostrich, but you really need to take a look to see 
“If this is true?”  
 
And if it is true, then, then we need to give our heart to the Lord and accept Christ as our 
Savior. Walk with Him and follow Him. Because this scripture has pointed out clearly that He 
IS the Son of God. Without question He is the Messiah. All right, let’s go on. The decree was 
given in 457 BC. And the 69 weeks, 483 years takes us to 27 AD. 
 
Gabriel had told Daniel 70 weeks were determined upon the people, right? And he told him 
what to do... what was to happen during that time... In other words, he’s telling those Jewish 
people you need to stop your sinning... Stop going contrary to God. 
 
To seal up the vision of the prophecy, let me tell you something. We just tied it down so you 
can’t move it because if you move it then it ceases to have any meaning. Again, it tied it solid. 
That’s what he did. He said... He told him 70 weeks are determined upon your people. 
 
 So, if I’ve got 70 weeks and I’ve looked at 69 weeks, I have one week left... right? Yeah. I have 
one week out of the 70 left. 
 
So he has this to say in Daniel... Daniel the 9th chapter and verse 27...  “And he shall confirm the 
covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and 
the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even 
until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.” 
 
Now these 70 weeks was given to the Jewish people. And here he’s saying that Jesus Christ was 
going to confirm that covenant with the Jewish people for one week. That’s what he’s saying.  
He’s saying He’s going to confirm it with them for 1 week.  
 
So what that mean is... Well, we find He began His ministry in 27 AD. That meant that He was 
going to be here in person and they were going to see Him and they were going to hear Him 
and they were going to understand that He was the Son of God. That He was confirming the 
covenant with them for one week. 



 

And he said in the middle of the week
we find this is exactly what happened.

they crucified Jesus Christ, let me tell you something... 
Lamb of God died... That meant no longer was there a

 
Jesus Christ had died. And the priest down in the temple ready to 
offer the lamb, the scripture says... The torn veil illustrated Jesus’ body 
broken for us, opening the way for us to come to God. As Jesus cried 
out “It is finished!”
God’s redemptive plan was now complete. 
 

The age of animal offerings was over. The ultimate offering had been sacrificed. That’s the veil 
that separated the holy and the most holy place
the most holy place all of a sudden tore from top to bottom and they could see into the most 
holy place.  
 
Jesus told them... “I’m going to confirm the covenant with many 
refused to listen. They refused to accept
week he would put a stop to sacrifice and 
climax to all these terrible deeds, he w
until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally poured out on him.”
They took Him, crucified Him. He said... 
 
And so, they didn’t follow it. But... 
then they had 3 ½ years left in that 
the end of those 70 weeks the scripture makes it very clear that the gospel went 
Gentiles. 
 
Seventy weeks... That’s the time that God gave to the Jewish people. 
time the decree goes forth to move back to Jerusalem 
years.  
 
God in His mercy and His love wooed them and cared for them and tried to get them to follow 
Him. He talks about it as His vineyard and how He dug around it and cared for it. 
 
But it didn’t bear any fruit. So at the end of 70 weeks
young man... This young man is extremely articulate.
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middle of the week He would bring the sacrifices and offerings to an end. So 
what happened. 

 
If I have one week and there’s seven days in a 
week, and if I go to the middle of the week, 
me 3 ½ years... right? That’s half of seven... 
years. So if I come 3 ½ years from 27 AD, which 
takes me to 31 AD. And he said He was going to 
confirm the covenant with many for one week. And 
if I go to the middle of the week, what happe
What took place?  
 
They took the Son of God, crucified Him. When 

they crucified Jesus Christ, let me tell you something... The Lamb of God died
That meant no longer was there any necessity for them to bring a sacrifice. 

esus Christ had died. And the priest down in the temple ready to 
offer the lamb, the scripture says... The torn veil illustrated Jesus’ body 
broken for us, opening the way for us to come to God. As Jesus cried 

“It is finished!” on the cross, He was indeed proclaiming that 
God’s redemptive plan was now complete.  

The age of animal offerings was over. The ultimate offering had been sacrificed. That’s the veil 
that separated the holy and the most holy place. That curtain that separated it from the holy to 
the most holy place all of a sudden tore from top to bottom and they could see into the most 

“I’m going to confirm the covenant with many of you for one week.
d to listen. They refused to accept Him. And so He said to them... “I

put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering”; and then He told them... 
terrible deeds, he would set up a sacrilegious object that causes desecration, 

until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally poured out on him.” But they didn’t accept Him. 
They took Him, crucified Him. He said... “Your house is left unto you desolate.

But... they had 3 ½ years that took them to the cross
in that “Seventy weeks are determined upon your

the end of those 70 weeks the scripture makes it very clear that the gospel went 

hat’s the time that God gave to the Jewish people. That’s 
forth to move back to Jerusalem and to rebuild the temple.

wooed them and cared for them and tried to get them to follow 
Him. He talks about it as His vineyard and how He dug around it and cared for it. 

But it didn’t bear any fruit. So at the end of 70 weeks, 490 years, in 34 AD, there’s 
man is extremely articulate.  

He would bring the sacrifices and offerings to an end. So 

If I have one week and there’s seven days in a 
week, and if I go to the middle of the week, it takes 

years... right? That’s half of seven... 3 ½ 
years from 27 AD, which 

takes me to 31 AD. And he said He was going to 
confirm the covenant with many for one week. And 
if I go to the middle of the week, what happed... 

They took the Son of God, crucified Him. When 
he Lamb of God died, and when the 

necessity for them to bring a sacrifice.  

esus Christ had died. And the priest down in the temple ready to 
offer the lamb, the scripture says... The torn veil illustrated Jesus’ body 
broken for us, opening the way for us to come to God. As Jesus cried 

eed proclaiming that 

The age of animal offerings was over. The ultimate offering had been sacrificed. That’s the veil 
That curtain that separated it from the holy to 

the most holy place all of a sudden tore from top to bottom and they could see into the most 

you for one week.” And they 
In the middle of the 

told them... “And as a 
set up a sacrilegious object that causes desecration, 

But they didn’t accept Him. 
desolate.” 

to the cross, to 31 AD, and 
your people.” But at 

the end of those 70 weeks the scripture makes it very clear that the gospel went fourth unto the 

That’s 490 years from the 
rebuild the temple... They had 490 

wooed them and cared for them and tried to get them to follow 
Him. He talks about it as His vineyard and how He dug around it and cared for it.  

there’s was this other 



9 

 

He has great ability for logic and to present these truths. And he has gone throughout Judea 
preaching and great numbers of people have accepted Jesus Christ. So many, in fact, that they 
arrest him. And they bring this young man in before the Sanhedrin and they give Stephen the 
opportunity to defend himself. 

 
And his defense is absolutely so strong that they took and they stuck 
their fingers in their ears so they wouldn’t hear him. And he said... “Oh, 
you uncircumcised of heart, how long will you resist the Holy Spirit?”  
 
And they grabbed him up and drug him outside the city and they 
stoned Stephen to death. 

 
They laid down their coats at the feet of a young man by the name of Saul of Tarsus... who had 
given himself to the persecution of Christians. And a few days later he has orders from the high 
priest with soldiers is heading for Damascus to arrest Christians when a bright light shines on 
him.  

 
The light is so bright that it knocks him to the ground. A voice said... 
“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?” And he said... “Who are 
You, Lord?” He said... “I’m Jesus... whom you’re persecuting.” Said... 
“What do You want me to do?” Said... “Go on to Damascus. It will 
be shown you what you shall do.”  

 
And they took him to a man’s house by the name of Judas on a street called straight. And there 
Saul of Tarsus is in that house... blind. He cannot see. And God speaks to a man by the name of 
Ananias. And He said... “Ananias, you go and pray for Saul that he may receive his sight.” I 
want you to listen to what God said to him. 
  
Ananias, He didn’t want to go. This man was there going to haul him off to jail. Crucify him, kill 
him. The date for that is 34 AD. Exactly as God said, the gospel went to the Gentiles. “Seventy 
weeks are determined on your people.” And the gospel went to the Gentiles. 
  
Now at the same time Peter, who has given himself almost exclusively to preaching to the Jews, 
and by the way, with quite a success too, because it says there were multitudes of them who 
believed... But Peter is down in Joppa. He’s gone up on top of the house since the ladies didn’t 
have lunch ready. 
  
He’s gone up on top of the house to pray, and while he’s praying he has a vision. And in that 
vision he sees a sheet let down with all kinds of unclean animals in it. And a voice says to him...  
“Rise, Peter... Kill and eat.” And he said... “Not so, Lord. I’ve never eaten anything common or 
unclean.”  
 
And the Lord said... “Peter, what I have cleansed don’t you call common.” And it says while 
Peter doubted in himself about what that vision meant, there was a knock at the door. Peter 
went to the door, and here were two men from Cornelius’s house.  
 
Now Cornelius is a Roman Centurion that lives down in Caesarea. He has had a dream... a 
vision... and God has told him to send these servants to get Peter.  
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And so they told him. And Peter said... “We’ll spend the night and we’ll go tomorrow.” They 
spent the night with Peter, and the next day they make their journey back to Caesarea. Now, 
when they get there, Cornelius has invited in all of his relatives, all of his friends.  
 
The house is full of people... completely full. I want you to notice how Peter reacts. Now this 
house was full of Gentiles, OK? He said... “Peter, you need to take the gospel to these Gentiles.” 
You know what that DATE was... 34 AD.  
 
Just exactly as God said it would be, the gospel went to the Gentiles. And it went to the Gentile 
world, with great, great rapidity. I mean in a matter of just a few years all of Asia Minor had 
heard the gospel, given their hearts... This became the time of the Gentiles. 
 
OK, Mark this down because we’re going to talk about something here. This was the time of the 
Gentiles. So we’ve got 2300 years and we’re subtracting out of that 70 weeks the 490 years. If we 
subtract 490 years off of 2300, what does it leave us?  
 
It leaves us with 1810 years. Now in AD dates, you add. OK? Don’t subtract... add. So if we add 
1810 years to 34 AD, which takes us to 1844. The bible says that judgment would begin in 
heaven with the house of God after the 2300 years, and that would bring us to 1844 AD. That’s 
when it started and that’s going on now up in heaven. Now watch what happens. This to me is 
the most spectacular thing of all of it. That we’ll talk about in our nest study. But watch this. 
Here judgment’s going on... The court is seated... The books are opened. 
 
Now watch this... Here is the judgment. It’s in process and here comes Jesus Christ “One like 
the Son of God.” We talked about it in our last study. He’s going there as our Mediator. He’s 
going there to intercede for us. And He goes in before God. Watch what happens... Because of 
Jesus a judgment is made in favor of us. You see... Judgment is made in favor of us because of 
what Jesus Christ does for us.  
 
So right now, He’s our Mediator. He’s in heaven; He’s interceding for us. But let me tell you 
something, there’s coming a day when He’s going to take off His robes as Mediator and He’s 
going to put on the robe as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and He’s going to say... He’s 
going to come back. When He comes back He’s going to gather all of His people.  
 
Let me tell you something. Today the door of mercy is open. The door of mercy’s open to any 
man, woman, or child that wants by faith to reach out and accept Him as their Lord and Savior.  
 
Today He wants to be our Mediator. He wants to plead your case. He wants to present us to 
God. And because you and I accept Him, He will give you life because He came and paid the 
price that we might live. Let’s let Him be our Mediator; let Him represent our case. Let’s accept 
this Savior... Jesus Christ who took our place. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you. Thank you that You made it possible for us to have life. Father 
thank you for being willing to be our Mediator, our Advocate, and for being our Representative 
and stand between us and God and give to each one of us Your righteousness so that we may 
stand with You, that we may have hope and eternal life because of what You’ve done for each 
one of us. May we all, each one of us, take hold of Your hand and walk with You all the way 
into the kingdom of heaven. We pray in Christ’s name, Amen.  
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Well, that’s the judgment that’s going on in heaven right now. Therefore how it’s taking place 
and what is happening... how it’s happening... all that has to do with the Books. And that’s what 
we’re going to be looking at in our next study in the Book of Life, the Book of Remembrance, 
and the Book of Iniquity.  
 
How they’re used in the judgment. How does this take place up in heaven... this Investigative 
Judgment that’s going on now? How is it that our names come up? And let’s say our name 
comes up in the judgment and we’re found lost... Is there any hope for you?  

 
Christ’s Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary... We want to get an understanding of that and 
see what the scripture says about it... because Christ made a special effort that each one of us 
could be in the kingdom of God.  

 
So there is a sanctuary in heaven, the true tabernacle which the Lord set up and not man. In it 
Christ ministers on our behalf, making available to believers the benefits of His atoning sacrifice 
offered once for all on the cross. He was inaugurated as our great High Priest and began His 
intercessory ministry at the time of His ascension. In 1844, at the end of the prophetic period of 
2300 days, He entered the second and last phase of His atoning ministry.  
 
It is a work of investigative judgment which is part of the ultimate disposition of all sin, typified 
by the cleansing of the ancient Hebrew sanctuary on the Day of Atonement. In that typical 
service the sanctuary was cleansed with the blood of animal sacrifices, but the heavenly things 
are purified with the perfect sacrifice of the blood of Jesus.  
 
The investigative judgment reveals to heavenly intelligences those among the dead who are 
asleep in Christ and therefore, in Him, are deemed worthy to have part in the first resurrection. 
It also makes manifest who among the living are abiding in Christ, keeping the commandments 
of God and the faith of Jesus, and in Him, therefore, are ready for translation into His 
everlasting kingdom.  
 
This judgment vindicates the justice of God in saving those who believe in Jesus. It declares that 
those who have remained loyal to God shall receive the kingdom. The completion of this 
ministry of Christ will mark the close of human probation before the Second Arrival. 
 
The Doctrine of Last Things... The hour of the evening sacrifice arrives. The priest stands in the 
court of the Temple in Jerusalem ready to offer a lamb as sacrifice. As he raises the knife to kill 
the victim, the earth convulses. Terrified, he drops the knife and the lamb escapes. Over the 
prolonged noise of the earthquake he hears a loud ripping sound as an unseen hand rends the 
veil of the Temple from top to bottom. 
 
Across town, black clouds enshroud a cross. When Jesus, the Passover Lamb of God, calls out, 
“It is finished!” He dies for the sins of the world. 
 
Type has met antitype... The very event the Temple services have pointed to through the 
centuries has taken place... The Saviour has completed His atoning sacrifice, and because 
symbol has met reality, the rituals foreshadowing this sacrifice have been superseded, thus, the 
rent veil, the dropped knife, the escaped lamb. 
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But there is more to salvation history... It reaches beyond the cross. Jesus’ resurrection and 
ascension directs our attention to the heavenly sanctuary, whereas, no longer the Lamb, He 
ministers as priest. The “once-for-all” sacrifice has been offered (Heb. 9:28); and now He makes 
available to all the benefits of this atoning sacrifice. 
 
The Sanctuary in Heaven... God instructed Moses to build as His earthly dwelling place (Ex. 
25:8) the first sanctuary that functioned under the first (old) covenant (Heb. 9:1). This was a 
place where people were taught the way of salvation. About 400 years later the permanent 
Temple in Jerusalem built by King Solomon replaced Moses’ portable tabernacle.  
After Nebuchadnezzar destroyed that Temple, the exiles who returned from Babylonian 
captivity built the second Temple, which Herod the Great beautified and which the Romans 
destroyed in 70AD. 
 
The New Testament reveals that the new covenant also has a sanctuary, one that is in heaven. In 
it Christ functions as high priest “at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty.” This sanctuary 
is the “true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man” (Heb. 8:1, 2). The first was at 
Mount Sinai where Moses was shown “the pattern,” a copy, or miniature model of the heavenly 
sanctuary (Ex. 25:9, 40).  
 
Secondly, Scripture calls the sanctuary he built “the copies of the things in the heavens,” and its 
“holy places... copies of the true” (Heb. 9:23, 24). The earthly sanctuary and its services, then, give 
us special insight into the role of the heavenly sanctuary. 
 
Scripture presumes the existence of a heavenly sanctuary or temple (e.g., Ps. 11:4; 102:19; Micah 
1:2, 3). Thirdly, in vision, John the revelator saw the heavenly sanctuary. He described it as “the 
temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven” (Rev. 15:5) and “the temple of God... in 
heaven” (Rev. 11:19).  
 
There he saw the items that the furnishings of the holy place of the earthly sanctuary were 
modeled after, such as seven lampstands (Rev. 1:12) and an altar of incense (Rev. 8:3). And he 
saw there also the ark of the covenant which was like the one in the earthly Holy of Holies (Rev. 
11:19). 
 
The heavenly altar of incense is located before God’s throne (Rev. 8:3; 9:13), which is in the 
heavenly temple of God (Rev. 4:2; 7:15; 16:17). Hence, the heavenly throne room scene (Dan. 7:9, 
10) is in the heavenly temple or sanctuary, thus the final judgments are issued from God’s 
temple (Rev. 15:5-8). 
 
It is clear, therefore, that the Scriptures present the heavenly sanctuary as a real place (Heb. 8:2, 
NEB), not a metaphor or abstraction. And fourthly, the heavenly sanctuary is the primary 
dwelling place of God. 
 
The Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary... The message of the sanctuary was a message of 
salvation. God used its services to proclaim the gospel (Heb. 4:2). The earthly sanctuary services 
were “a symbol [parabolḗ in Greek... a parable] for the present time then present” until Christ’s first 
coming (Heb. 9:9, 10, NASB). “Through symbol and ritual God purposed by means of this gospel-
parable to focus the faith of Israel upon the sacrifice and priestly ministry of the world’s Redeemer, the 
‘Lamb of God,’ who would take away the sin of the world (Gal. 3:23; John 1:29).” 


