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THE CLOSE OF PROBATION 
 

JESUS LEAVES THE SANCTUARY... Every case had been decided for life or death [Prior to the 
close of probation]. While Jesus was ministering in the sanctuary, the judgment had been going 
on for the righteous dead, and then for the righteous living. Christ had received His kingdom, 
having made the atonement for His people and blotted out their sins. The subjects of the kingdom 
were made up... The marriage of the lamb was effectuated. The kingdom, the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven, was given to Jesus, and the heirs of salvation, Jesus was to 
reign as “King of kings and lord of lords.”   
 
As Jesus moved out of the most holy place, I heard the tinkling of the bells upon His garment; 
and as He left, a cloud of darkness, covered the inhabitants on the earth. Then there was no 
mediator between guilty man and an offended God. While Jesus had been standing between God 
and guilty man, a restraint was upon the people; but when He stepped out from between man 
and the Father, the restraint was removed and Satan had control entirely of the final defiant.  
 
It was impossible for the plagues to be poured out while Jesus officiated in the sanctuary; but as 
His work there was finished, and His intercession closes, there is nothing to stay the wrath of 
God, and it breaks with full fury upon the shelter-less heads of the guilty sinners, who has slighted 
salvation and hated reproof. In that fearful time, after the close of Jesus’ mediation, the saints 
were living in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. Every case was decided, every jewel 
numbered.   
 
Neglect this great salvation, kept before man for years, despite this glorious offer of justification 
through the blood of Christ, the sanctification through the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit, 
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins. 
 
It invited the people to receive the righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience 
to the instructions of God. 
 
The efficacy of the blood of Christ was to be presented to the people with freshness and power, 
that their faith might lay hold upon its merits. As the high priest sprinkled the warm blood upon 
the mercy seat, while the fragrant cloud of incense ascended before God, so while we confess our 
sins, and plead the value of Christ’s atoning blood, our prayers are to ascend to heaven, fragrant 
with the merits of our Saviour’s character. 
 
The crisis is fast approaching. The rapidly swelling figures show that the time for God’s visit has 
about come. Although loath to punish, nevertheless He will punish, and that speedily. Those who 
walk in the light will see signs of the approaching peril; but they are not to sit in quiet, 
unconcerned expectancy of the ruin, comforting themselves with the belief that God will shelter 
His people in the day of visitation... Far from it. They should realize that it is their duty to labor 
diligently to save others, looking with strong faith to God for help.   
 
The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its power. At the time when the danger and 
depression of the church are the greatest, the little company who are standing in the light will be 
sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the land.  
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But more especially will their prayers arise in behalf of the church because its members are doing 
after the manner of the world. 
  
It is impossible to give any idea of the experience of the people of God who shall be alive upon 
the earth when celestial glory and a repetition of the persecutions of the past are blended. They 
will walk in the light proceeding from the throne of God. By means of the angels there will be 
constant communication between heaven and earth.   
 
Thinking of Jesus... I dreamed of seeing a temple to which many people were flocking. Only those 
who took refuge in that temple would be saved when time should close. All who remained 
outside would be forever lost.   
 
He is in His holy place, not in a state of solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten 
thousand of heavenly angels who wait to do His bidding. And He bids them go and work for the 
weakest saint who puts his trust in God. High and low, rich and poor, have the same help 
provided.   
 
Consider this great fact that Christ ceases not to engage in His solemn work in the heavenly 
sanctuary, and if “ye” wear Christ’s yoke, if “ye” lift Christ’s burden, “ye” will be engaged in a 
work of like character with that of your living Head.   
 
In the day of final reckoning, position, rank, or wealth will not alter by a hair’s breadth the case 
of anyone. By the all-seeing God, men will be judged by what they are in purity, nobility, in love 
for Christ.   
 
Our faith about the messages of the first, second, and third angels was correct. The great 
waymarks we have passed are immovable. Although the hosts of hell may try to tear them from 
their foundation, and triumph in the thought that they have succeeded, yet they fail.  
 
These pillars of truth stand firm as the eternal hills, unmoved by all the efforts of men combined 
with those of Satan and his host. We can learn much, and should be constantly searching the 
Scriptures to see if these things are so. 
 
God’s people are now to have their eyes fixed on the heavenly sanctuary, where... our great High 
Priest... is interceding for His people. Soon we shall be weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, 
and over against our names will be recorded... the judgment rendered.   
 
Christians may daily cultivate faith by contemplating the One who has undertaken their cause, 
their ‘merciful and faithful high priest’. Everyone are to be judged according to the things written 
in the books, and to be rewarded as their works have been. This judgment does not take place at 
death. 
 
A few, yes, only a few, of the vast numbers of whom people of the earth will be saved unto life 
eternal, while the masses who have not perfected their souls in obeying the truth will be 
appointed to the second death. 
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God has not revealed to us the time when this message [the third angel’s] will close, or when 
probation will have an end... letters have come, asking if any special light as to the time when 
probation will close; and that answer reveals, only this message to bear, that it is now time to 
work while the day lasts, for the night cometh in which no man can work. 
  
When Jesus rises up in the most holy place, and lays off His mediatorial garments, and clothes 
Himself with the garments of vengeance in place of the priestly attire, the work for sinners will 
be done... The probation of all closes when the pleading for sinners is ended and the garments of 
vengeance are put on. We have no time to lose. We know not how soon our probation may close...  
Christ is soon to come.  
 
When probation ends, it will come suddenly, unexpectedly... at a time when we are least 
expecting it... But we can have a clean record in heaven today, and know that God accepts us; and 
finally, if faithful, we shall be gathered into the kingdom of heaven.   
 
We shall not hear a charge against us on the ground of the outbreaking sins we have committed, 
but the charge will be made against us for the neglect of good and noble duties enjoined upon us 
by the God of love. The deficiencies of our characters will be held up to view. It will then be 
known that all who are so condemned had light and knowledge, were entrusted with their lord’s 
goods, and were found unfaithful to their trust.   
 
So, we must believe without a doubt that Christ is soon coming. This is not a fable to us; it is a 
reality. We have no doubt, neither have we had a doubt for years, that the doctrines we hold 
today are present truth, and that we are nearing the judgment. We are preparing to meet Him 
who, escorted by a retinue of holy angels, is to appear in the clouds of mortality. When He comes, 
He is not to cleanse us of our sins, to remove from us the defects in our characters, or to cure us 
of the infirmities of our tempers and dispositions... If wrought for us at all, this work will all be 
accomplished before that time.   
 
When the Lord comes, those who are holy will be holy still. Those who have preserved their 
bodies and spirits in holiness, in sanctification and honor, will then receive the finishing touch of 
immortality. But those who are unjust, unsanctified, and filthy still, will remain so forever. No 
work will then be done for them to remove their defects and give them holy characters. The 
Refiner does not then sit to pursue His refining process and remove their sins and their 
corruption... It is now that this work is to be accomplished for us.   
 
God is now testing and proving His people. Character is being developed. Angels are weighing 
moral worth, and keep a faithful record of all the acts of the children of men... That God who 
reads the hearts of everyone, will bring to light hidden things of darkness where they are often 
least suspected, that stumbling blocks which have hindered the progress of truth may be 
removed.   
 
There will be no future probation in which to prepare for eternity. It is in this life that we are to 
put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness. This is our only opportunity to form typescripts for the 
home which Christ has made ready for those who obey His charge.   


