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Our Forefathers Faith 
 

In the enlightenment of the Faith of Our Forefathers, I have found this study of “The Sanctuary 
Message,” a most thrilling one of hope, courage, and victory over sin in our lives today... through 
the moment-by-moment intercession of Christ our High Priest in the Sanctuary above. And I have 
seen that this message is to be clearly found within the pages of the Spirit of Prophecy.   
 
Now this message was given to other faithful believers in the Faith of Our Forefathers as well. In 
this present age, we too can view the most comforting assurances of what Jesus can and will do 
for us within the Most Holy of the heavenly Sanctuary.   
 
Recognizing that Satan lives only to pester and annoy, we may rejoice, for Christ ever liveth to 
empower us to overcome through His precious merits. Satan’s time is nearly over; and eternity 
with Christ stretches before us. Oh, how happy we can be with each passing day! Always one 
step closer to Jesus; continually walking the Narrow Way.   
 
The future is bright... for both the present and the future are full of Jesus.   
 
Our names are now written in the ‘book of life.’ We infer this from the fact that those thus forgiven 
have their names written even before their characters are proved. See Luke 10:20; Exodus 32:32; 
Psalm 69:28; Philemon 4:3, and others. We are now candidates for eternal life, placed on a new 
probation.  
 
The sins passed over are not future sins, but ‘sins that are past’... or ‘previously committed.’ These 
sins are not forever ‘forgotten’ or ‘blotted out’... but are ‘passed over’ on the condition that we 
remain faithful. We have been freed, or liberated; it is now our duty to walk in liberty. If the 
pardon of Christ is still efficacious when we turn again to wickedness, it makes Christ the minister 
of sin; and pardon, license to do wickedly. Galatians 2:17, 18. But Ezekiel 33:14-16 teaches 
otherwise; the Lord pardons, not to excuse sin, but to make men better. He saves, not in sin, but 
from sin. Matthew 1:21; Titus 2:14.   
 
Now for the proof that we are pardoned on condition; that once forgiven or justified we are not 
forever saved. [Ezekiel 33:13]  
 
Past sinfulness forgiven, may cause a sense of humiliation, yet at the same time one of rejoicing 
to know that it is covered by the blood of Christ. And if the Christian continues faithful in the 
work of repenting, and washing in the blood of Christ, his character will at last stand perfect, and 
his sins, which have been passed over because of his faithfulness, will, at the judgment, be blotted 
out... Acts 3:19.   
 
This blotting out of sin constitutes the atonement. Then will sins be removed from the faithful ‘as 
far as the east is from the west.’ Psalm 103:12. Then they will be remembered no more. Isaiah 
43:25. Those who have not proven faithful to God will have their names blotted out of the book 
of life. Revelation 3:5. The names of those only who are saved will be retained therein. Daniel 12:1; 
Isaiah 4:3. Forgiveness, how precious it is to the sin-laden soul! Lifted from the miry clay and 
horrible pit of sin to a foundation upon the Rock, Christ Jesus!  
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It puts a new song in the mouth of the pardoned sinner, even praise to God. No longer is he 
accounted an alien and rebel; no longer does the sword of justice hang suspended o’er his head; 
no longer does he despair under the black shadow of a righteous wrath; he is free.  
 
The Substitute has been accepted... peace has been spoken to his soul; he is reconciled to God. All 
the power in the kingdom of God is pledged to rescue and help him in all times of need. He goes 
forth weak and trembling in himself, but strong in God, the mighty Saviour. Forgiveness... 
reconciliation, how precious art thou between God and man, but how much more precious 
between the sinner and his God!   
 
But if forgiveness is precious, then what will the atonement be? Atonement! How much it 
comprehends! At-one-ment... at one with God. The pardoned, atoned sinner, now a saint, looks 
back o’er all the past. In his new joy, he counts not the trials and conflicts and temptations and 
tribulations. His joy lies not so much in there being past, as in the liberty from sin. He is saved 
from sin... forever saved.  
 
Being saved from sin, he is saved from all its consequences. No more to meet the assaults of a 
wily foe; no more to fall from the selfishness of a sinful heart, he is forgiven, washed, cleansed, 
saved forevermore. The old name will not do; he has a new name. The old song, though happy 
and holy, cannot express his overfilled heart, so he joins in ‘the new song’ that only immortals can 
sing. He is atoned with his Redeemer, atone with the eternal Father. His life compasses not a span; 
it measures with the ceaseless cycles of a glorified, sinless eternity. 
 
As the firmament is studded with glittering stars, so the Word of God is resplendent with glorious 
promises. And there are places where these promises seem to cluster in profuse abundance, and 
form galaxies of surpassing glory.  
 
Such an instance is Acts 3:19-21... “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you; whom the heavens must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.”   
 
‘Repent ye therefore.’ We may now do this. We are not absolutely fixed in the galling habits of 
sin; we may break from them. ‘And be converted.’ This is still our privilege. Our hearts may be 
changed; our affections may be unloosed from earthly and unworthy objects, and made to twine 
with a living grasp around heavenly things. And sins may be blotted out. Yes, the wrinkles in our 
garments, the stains upon our raiment, the eating... leprosy upon our hands, and the hidden 
canker of our hearts, which we have no power to remove, and in ourselves no hope of redemption 
from..., this may all be removed...   
 
And after the blotting out of sin, come the times of refreshing. Our version of the Bible reads, 
‘When the times of refreshing shall come.’ The sense is not materially changed either way. It 
shows that it is subsequent to the blotting out of sins, that the refreshing comes from the presence 
of the Lord upon His people. And it is just before the coming of Christ; for immediately after, 
Christ is sent for His waiting ones. This refreshing is thus definitely located... It is between the 
blotting out of sins and the coming of Christ. 
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The blotting out of sins is the conclusion of the work of our Lord in His priestly office as Mediator 
for man. Between that and the coming of the Lord, a little period intervenes; and at that time His 
people are refreshed from His heavenly presence.   
 
What is the nature of this refreshing? It is something that cannot come till sins are blotted out... 
The heat and struggle of sin’s conflict are then over. Their record is clear for an entrance to the 
heavenly land. They are accepted candidates for immortal glory. And as they thus stand upon 
the threshold of the celestial world, they are given to feel a little earnest of their approaching 
inheritance, a foretaste of the coming joy.  
 
Once God came unto His people as the former rain, and the glorious manifestations of the day of 
Pentecost were the outward record of the inward work. Again, He is coming to His people as 
both the former and the latter rain together, and they will receive a refreshing adapted to their 
position as they are about to enter the immortal kingdom.  
 
Then God sends Jesus Christ for them... Then the restitution. Glorious promise, consoling hope! 
We travel back in imagination to the world in its innocence and purity, as it came from the 
satisfied hand of its Creator.   
 
The accomplishment of all this is in the hands of our faithful God. The refreshing is His to bestow. 
The return of the Lord is one of the counsels of His will. The glorious restitution is one of His 
unalterable purposes. What belongs to us? Repent and be converted; Repent and be converted... 
This is our part. This is our duty. Have we done it? Are we doing it? May the words ring in our 
ears till every heart is fully aroused.  
 
And when all have repented, and all who will receive the gracious provisions made for the 
penitent are converted, and when all sins are blotted out and put away from the righteous forever, 
then the refreshing will descend upon the waiting ones. Could you share in it? Then remember, 
it will not come upon the sleepy, the careless, the proud, the worldly, the unrepentant, and the 
unconverted. And lo! These times of refreshing with their unalterable decisions are just upon us. 
What are we doing to prepare for them?  
 
In the last days, under the Third Angel’s Message, a peculiar people will be developed, whose 
characteristics will be righteousness and holiness, such a people, indeed, as have never been since 
the world began.   
 
The professed people of God in the present day are in the same condition as were the Jews before 
the destruction of Jerusalem. They rejected Christ, and because of their rejection of Christ, they 
were destroyed. The Lord said, ‘My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou 
hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee.’ Hosea 4:6.  
 
The knowledge which they lacked was the spiritual application of the sanctuary question, which 
centered in Christ. The sanctuary question was to reveal Christ, His work in the heavenly courts, 
and as it would be carried on in the hearts of His disciples. It is thus apparent that the work in 
the hearts of the people must correspond with that of Christ in heaven.   
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There are three earthly temples brought to view in the Bible, and all should be blended into one. 
The first one was a typical sanctuary built by Moses in the wilderness, afterwards rebuilt by 
Solomon, and again rebuilt by Zerubbabel after the Babylonian captivity around 538BC. This 
temple and its services shadowed forth the work of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary. The work 
of Christ in heaven is now to go forward in the living temple of His people on the earth.  
 
So, while there was a sanctuary on the earth, and still one in heaven, the most important of the 
three is the living temple of His people; for the object of the earthly sanctuary was to teach man 
how to know and believe the actual work done for him in the heavenly sanctuary... ‘Know ye not 
that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?’ 1 Corinthians 3: 16. 
 
All the work revealed by the typical temple shadowing the real work of Christ in heaven is for 
the purification of His church on the earth, and consequently a neglect of the knowledge of these 
truths will leave men unprepared for the impending judgments of God, as the Jews were 
unprepared for the destruction that came upon their last earthly temple build with human hands. 
 
Thus, was carried on the type of that heavenly work which is to decide... the eternal destiny of 
every soul that has ever lived upon the earth. In type and shadow the confessed sins of Israel had 
been transferred to the sanctuary during all the year; the cleansing of the sanctuary was the 
removing of those sins. ‘It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens 
should be purified with these [the blood of animals]; but the heavenly things themselves with 
better sacrifices than these.’ Hebrews 9:23.   
 
Every sin is marked before the Lord in heaven. (Jeremiah 2:22) When sins are confessed and 
forgiven, they are covered. (Psalm 32:1) This was typified by there being transferred to the 
sanctuary, where no human eyes except those of the priest ever beheld the stains of the blood of 
the sin-offering upon the horns of the golden altar before the veil. 
 
It could not be possible that the books of heaven will always hold the records of sin, or that Christ 
will always bear the sins of the world. As the typical work was performed at the close of the year, 
so the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary will take place near the end of Christ’s priestly work. 
The cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary necessitates an examination of the records... an 
investigative judgment.   
 
The Bible was written in an oriental country, and the custom there was to ‘cast down’ seats for 
guests. The Revised Version of the Bible renders it, ‘I beheld till the thrones were placed.’ The 
position of the Father’s throne was changed. Daniel 7:9 beheld the thrones cast down, or placed, 
their position being changed; then the Ancient of days, the Father, took His seat upon the throne.  
 
In other words, Daniel beheld the Father’s throne changed from the first apartment of the 
heavenly sanctuary to the second. His attention was attracted by the great wheels which looked 
like burning fire as they moved beneath the glorious throne of the infinite God. (Ezekiel 10)  
 
Myriads of the heavenly host were gathered to witness the grand scene. Thousand thousands 
ministered unto Jehovah (Jesus) as He took His seat upon the throne to judge the world. 
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No mirror ever portrayed the features of the face as accurately as the books of heaven have 
portrayed the life record of each individual. Everyone is ‘judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works.’ Revelation 20:12.   
 
God’s throne is a movable structure. As in the type of His visible presence was manifested in the 
outer apartment of the earthly sanctuary, so in heaven the throne of God was in the first 
apartment when Christ ascended and sat at the right hand of His Father. But Daniel saw not only 
the Father and Christ change their position, but the position of the thrones also was changed, 
when the ‘judgment was set, and the books were opened.’ Type had met antitype. The High Priest 
in the heavenly sanctuary entered the most holy place, and as in the type God promised to meet 
the high priest in the most holy, so the Father passed into the holy of holies before the High Priest, 
and was there when the angels bore Christ triumphantly in before Him...   
 
While Jesus pleads as our High Priest, there is hope for every repentant sinner; but when He at 
last comes forth from the sanctuary, mercy’s door will be forever closed. There will be no 
intercessor then. (Isaiah 59:16) Every case is decided for all eternity... Probation is forever ended... 
All who wait until that time, hoping to be saved, will find no one to plead their case before the 
Father; they will be eternally lost...   
 
God expected His ancient people to serve Him faithfully every day in the year, and He accepted 
their services; but when the day of atonement came, there were special requirements enjoined 
upon them during that day, which, if they failed to observe, they were cut off from the people of 
Israel.   
 
God has accepted the service of His people down through the ages; but when the antitypical day 
of atonement arrived, and the investigative judgment opened in the heavenly sanctuary, God 
expects the antitypical congregation on earth to fulfill their part of the antitype just as faithfully 
as Christ, our High Priest, fulfills His part in the heavens.   
 
Anciently the congregation was not accepted as a whole; but it was an individual work (Leviticus 
23:29, 30). So today each one answers for himself before God. We must not content ourselves by 
doing just as our forefathers did, who passed away before the judgment opened in the courts of 
heaven. God requires special service of His people now. They are to live while their cases are 
being decided in heaven, and Satan brings to bear upon the last generation, which are weaker 
physically than any previous generation, all that wisdom he has gained in a six thousand year 
warfare.  
 
Those who, in the investigative judgment, and are accounted worthy, will live for a time without 
a Mediator. Their experience will be different from that of any other company that has ever lived 
upon the earth. There are many reasons why God in His infinite mercy has enjoined special duties 
upon the last generation, that they might be more strongly fortified against the attacks of the 
enemy, and not be overthrown by his devices.   
 
In the ancient service, if an individual failed to keep the day of atonement as God directed, his 
sins were not confessed over the scapegoat by the high priest; but he was cut off from among the 
people of God. (Leviticus 23:28-30)  
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The individual who, during the antitypical day of atonement, or the investigative judgment, 
thinks that Christ will plead his case while he himself ignores the work God has enjoined upon 
the antitypical congregation, will find at last that his name is blotted out from the book of life. We 
are saved by faith in our High Priest, but faith without works is dead (James 2:17). If we have a 
living faith, we shall gladly do as the Lord directs...   
 
As of old, on Aaron’s breastplate Israel’s names in beauty shone, so upon His priestly bosom Jesus 
ever bears His own. Names unworthy, yet in mercy all are graven on His heart, bound by 
heavenly ties unto Him, never, never-more to part; Precious and elect each jewel, special treasure 
in His sight. Every name a gem that sparkles ‘neath the soft and golden light. Borne, besides, upon 
His shoulders; strong to save and keep is He; Set within the golden ouches of His Glorious Deity; 
Wreathen, golden chains so perfect, bonds of strong eternal love, clasp us now to Him forever-
joined by God to Him above. Blest memorials of the ransomed, ever borne before our God, Tokens 
of loving atonement by the Saviours precious blood. 
 
The individual who realizes that the judgment is going on in the heavenly sanctuary, and that his 
name will surely be presented before that great tribunal, will search his heart and pray earnestly 
that God will accept him. We need often to meditate upon the work of our High Priest in the 
heavenly sanctuary, lest by having the mind filled with earthly thoughts, we, like the foolish 
virgins, will find when too late that the bridegroom has come, the door is shut; that the work is 
finished, and we have no part in it.    
 
I have found that the sanctuary of the first covenant was a type, or representation, of the true 
Sanctuary, the temple of God in heaven, the place where our High Priest now ministers... But by 
transferring the sin to the victim, and thence in the shed blood to the sanctuary, was not the end 
of the matter. They were remembered again in the day of atonement at the end of the year. ‘But 
in those sacrifices, there is a remembrance again made of sins every year”, Hebrews 10:3. On the 
great day of atonement, the time appointed for closing-up the round of service in the sanctuary, 
there must be an offering of atonement made for all Israel... His church.  
 
The high priest must enter the most holy place, where the ark of the covenant is, containing the 
sacred law of God, the transgression of sin which is; and he must enter with the blood of a sin-
offering for all the people to make an atonement for them to cleanse them from all their sins, and 
to bear out of the sanctuary the sins that had been confessed and lodged there during the year. 
And every individual must afflict his soul in that day, though he had made his offerings for every 
know sin previously during the whole year.  
 
This day of atonement, when the sanctuary was cleansed, and the people from all their sins before 
the Lord, was the most solemn day to Israel of all the year, as it was considered by them a day of 
judgment. It was a type of the final judgment in which the sins of all the saved will be blotted out. 
The condition of the sanctuary and the character of the people are thus described by the 
Scripture... (Leviticus 16:33) ‘He shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall 
make an atonement for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, and he shall make 
an atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the congregation... (Leviticus 16:30) ‘For 0n 
that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from 
all your sins before the Lord.  
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Nothing could be clearer than that the sanctuary of the congregation of the people of Israel, 
including the priests, were cleansed during the time that the high priest ministered in the most 
holy place of the sanctuary on the day of atonement. What would be the fate of those who did not 
conform to the commands of God upon the day of atonement? See Leviticus 23:28-30.   
 
For those who did not accept the provision of God’s mercy on this sabbath of sabbaths... on this 
tenth day of the seventh month, on this day of atonement, there was no further probation. Mercy 
was no longer extended to them. They had had their day of opportunity, and when they failed to 
improve the final hour of mercy, they were cut off from among their people. So, when the day of 
atonement was finished, the congregation of Israel were cleansed, the sanctuary was cleansed, 
and the sins were carried away, in type, by Azazel into an uninhabited place in the wilderness. 
‘The obedient were sealed; the disobedient were cut off from the congregation of the Lord...’   
 
When our heavenly High Priest completes His work for sinners in the most holy place of the 
heavenly Sanctuary, at the close of the antitypical day of atonement, the record of every 
individual whose sins have gone before him to judgment will have been investigated, and all sin 
will have been blotted out (1 Timothy 5:24). The people of God have accepted the final proffers 
of mercy; and in every land and among all peoples the obedient have been accepted and have 
been sealed.   
 
The disobedient and unregenerate have stilled the appeals of mercy. Our Lord will soon leave the 
most holy place of the heavenly Sanctuary, with the sins of those who have confessed and whose 
sins have been blotted out... No longer will there be a record of sin remaining in the books of 
heaven against those who have accepted the merits of a Saviour’s blood. The names of God’s 
loyal, faithful people will be retained in the Lamb’s book of life... Daniel 12:1; Luke 10:20; 
Revelation 21:26. They are God’s precious chosen ones... Malachi 3:16, 17. The Sanctuary in 
heaven will have been cleansed... Daniel 8:14.  
 
Intercession for man will be at an end. The dead line will have been reached. The church of God 
will have been sanctified, made clean... 1 Thessalonians 5:23. Upon Satan, the originator of sin, 
will be rolled the sins which he caused the children of God to commit while they in their heart 
loved and followed their Lord... What has become of the records of those who have lived 
righteous lives? Jeremiah 31:33,34; 50:20.   
 
The righteous will enjoy to the full the promise of the new covenant... ‘They shall all know Me, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sin no more’ Jeremiah 31:34.   
 
‘I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy transgressions for 
Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins’. Isaiah 43:25. ‘Thou wilt cast all their sins into 
the depths of the seas’. Micah 7:19.   
 
In that day, the sins of Israel (His church) cannot be found. Should any want to uncover or 
remember them, they cannot be found, for they will have been blotted out. The church of our Lord 
will have been made ready and prepared to meet her Lord.   


